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TO THE READER. 


p Tur antiquity, riches, ſepulchral monuments, 
and ſuperb decoratiom, of the Abbaye Church of Saint Denis; 
its admirable architecture; and the beautiſul works of art, depo- 
ſited among its immenſe treaſures; long contributed to render it 
celebrated ( independantly of any religious ſentiment) through all 
parts of Europe; and an object of admiration to travellers, from 


every quarter of the globe. As yet, however, no hiſtorical, 


or deſcriptive account of this venerable ſtructure, &c. has, 1 


believe, made its appearance in the Engliſh language. The 


ſeries of important events that have recently taken place in 


France, has occaſioned no changes more ſtrikingly diſtinguiſhed 
than thoſe of the national Church. Its honors, its exemptions, 
its treaſures, its enormous revenues, rites, ceremonies, and 
ſuperſtitions, with all their dead, and living appendages, have 
been driven before the tempeſt of an ineffectually oppoſed reform; 
have been wrecked upon the ſhores of a ſtrongly agitated ſea ; 
and ſwallowed up in an abyſs, from which it ſeems to be very 
improbable they will ever emerge, but as ſhattered MHagments, 
never again to be united, | 


= Ha the proceedings of the National Convention of 

France, publiſhed in the STAR, was this article: “ November 
*© 11, 1793, A deputation of the citizens inhabiting Fran- 
% crade, the ci- devant Saint Denis, appeared at the bar, and 
55 preſented 
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ED TO THE READER. 


& preſented to the Convention, the 1Macts of Saints and 
„% KinGs, which were in their Church; the greater part of 
% them were of 81LVER, the reſt of s1LvER c1LT,” 
In what manner the other rich articles were diſpoſed of may he 
from hence concluded. Curioſity has often enquired what they 
were. To ſatisfy that curioſity, gave riſe to this publication; | 
as the tranſlator is well e of the original — being 
authentic. 


THAT the extreme of ſuperſtition is not far from 
infidelity, or, rather (if ſuch a ſtate of mind can poſſibly exiſt) 
from atheiſm, has, during ſome few years paſt, been verified in 
France, , eſpecially among the higher ranks, the Clergy, and 
men of literary talents. But let us now hope, as the mind, 
unfettered from ſuperſtition and freed from prejudice, extends its 
views and gives full exertion to its powers, that the heart, 
expanding with the love of Nature, and mankind, will be raiſed 
in grateful adoration of that eternal and beneficent Being, who 
is the ſource of lie,. liberty, and all things we here enjoy, or 
hope for in a life to come, Hence may we juſlly conclude, 
with St, Evremond, . Quand les hommes auront retirł du 
&© Chriſtianiſme ce qu'ils y ont mis, il n' y aura qu'une meme 
© Religion auſſi ſimple dans ſa doctrine, que pure dans fa 
c morale When mankind ſhall have withdrawn from 
Chriſtianity, all that they have added to it, GENUINE RRE“ 
LIGION 1TSELF only will remain, as inple in its doktrines, 
as pure in its morality. 


CHAP. 1 ubs ee a 
A BRIEF 
History and Description 
CHURCH OF ST. DE NIS, 


| AND OF THE | 1 
Valuable Ornaments, &c. 
CONTAINED IN IT, 


— — 


{ conſidered, not only as a moſt vene- 

= rable object of | antiquity, but of cu- 
rious conſtruction. Its architecture, indeed, is 
not completely uniform, the building having 
been ereted at different and diſtant periods 
of time; which the antiquary may readily aſ- 
certain, by the various ſtiles of building that 
are very conſpicuous in it, even to a tran- 


ſient obſerver. 


2 celebrated Abbey itſelf, may be 


A portion of the firſt ftrufture, appears at 
the entrance, and the towers, which remain of 
B the 
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111 
the original edifice that Pepin began, and which 
was finiſhed by Charlemagne. The outward 
face of this part ſhews the antiquity of the 
eighth century ; whilſt the vaulted roofs, which 
are between the two towers, plainly. indicate 
how very low and narrow the church was ori- 
ginally built, | 

The ſecond period of its conſtruftion, which 
was in the twelfth century, appears ſtrongly 
characterized in the ſuperior part of the church, 
which is commonly called the chevet. This 
was ereQed at the ſole expence of the Abbe 
Suger, who was Regent of France, in the time 
of Louis the Seventh. He alſo cauſed the 
twenty chapels to be built, which are fituated 
above and below the chevet. They were all 
conſecrated on the ſame day, by ſeveral Pre- - 
lates, whom he had invited thither to perform 
the ſacred ceremony. . 


Befides this part of the edifice, it was en- 
tirely at the expence of this great and good 
man that the grand portal of che church was 
etected. He alſo preſented the ſuperbly gilded 
gates of bronze, which yet remain in fine pre- 
ſervation ; and likewiſe cauſed two noble and 
lofty towers to be built, which have been fince 
furniſhed with fix large and well-tuned bells, 
| 1 the 


5 
the largeſt of which weighs, at leaſt, eighteen 
thouſand RIGS: | 13 5 


The third; and moſt * part of the whole 
ſtructure is the body of the church, which the 
Abbot Eudes Clement began, in the time of 
St. Louis, in the year 1230, and which was 
finiſned by the Abbot Matthieu de Vendome, 
in 1281, The admirable ſymmetry and lightneſs 
of the edifice, with the beauty and rich tranſ- 
parency of colouring fo conſpicuous in the 
painted glaſs of the windows, eſpecially of thoſe 
two, in the form of roſes, which are ſituated on 
the North and South ſides of the building, are 


worthy of being particularly remarked: the 


glaſs-work of each of theſe beautiful windows, is 


no leſs than forty feet in diameter. 


In the ſanttuary and the choir, among many 
other beautiful pieces of workmanſhip, we may 
reckon five large baſſo relievos, the three mid- 
dlemoſt of which are of pure gold, enriched 
with topazes, garnets, eagle-marines, and other 
precious ſtones. The two others, which weigh 
70 marks (or 46Ib. 80z. Troy) are of filver, gilt 
with high coloured gold, The front of the 
altar is executed in a ſimilar manner. Its or- 
namental parts, tho* of antient workmanſhip, 
are finely wrought, The centre contains a 

B22 repreſentation 
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repreſentation of our Lord's Nativity, in mezzo 
relieve, and weighs upwards of 180 marks, that 
is to ſay, \ 120 pounds Troy weight, of gilt 
ſilver. 


Above the grand altar, there is placed a 
large and magnificent croſs, no [leſs than fix 
feet in height, which was preſented to the 
church by the Abbot Suger. The face of it 
is formed entirely of gold, and- almoſt covered 
with valuable ornaments in jewellery. At the 
foot of this croſs, there is a kind of antient 
croſier, of very rich materials and fine work- 
manſhip, which is uſed at the ſuſpenſion of the 
holy lacrament. 


There is likewiſe another croſs of the ſame 
precious materials, and of equal height, ſaid 
to be the workmanſhip of St. Eloi, and given 
to the church by King Dagobert. This ſerves 
to crown the ſummit of a magnificent grate, 
which divides the choir from the nave, extend- 
ing quite acroſs the church; in the ſame man- 
ner as two other grates, of the like kind, cloſe 
up to the North and South aiſles, 


In the ſanctuary, on the ſide oppoſite to the 
funeral altar of Louis the Fourteenth, there is 


a little altar, whereon, every Sunday throughout 
the 


t 2 I 


the year, and on all ſolemnities, the Deacon 
and Sub-Deacon, aſter having received, from 
the officiating Prieſt, © the precious body of our 
Lord,” at the grand altar, repair hither, to ſuck 
up, through a reed, encloſed in a tube of ena- 
melled gold, © le precieux ſang, the precious 
blood, according to a very antient cuſtom adop- 
ted in the church of St. Denis, which is re- 
| tained, without any variation, to this day. 


This church contains the burial places of 
thirty-ſeven Kings, of twenty-three Quztxs, 
and of a much greater number of Dauphins and 
Dauphaneſſes, Princes and Princeſſes ; beſides the 
antient and modern tombs and monuments of 
many great officers of State, and other noble 
and celebrated perſons, who are alſo buried 


there. 


% 


In the ſacriſty are kept the ſilver keys, com- 
monly called the miraculous keys of St. Dennis, 
which they apply to the faces of thoſe perſons 
who have been ſo unfortunate as to be bitten 
by mad dogs, and who receive à certain and 
immediate relief, by only touching them 


In the chapels are depoſited, nineteen holy 
bodies, beſides thoſe that are enſhrined in the 


Treaſury. 1 | | 
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In the chapel of the Holy Trinity is a marble 
column, five feet nine inches high, which, ac- 
cording to an antient tradition, was the exact 
height of the body of our Lord. | 


There is alſo in the ſame chapel, a very 
antient tomb of jaſper marble, which is ſaid 
to be formed to the exact dimenſions of the 
ſtone that covered the holy ſepulchre. It is 
ſeven feet and a half in length, and is ſup- 
ported by two ſhort pillars of white marble. 


In the chapel of St. Hippolitus, there is a 
grand crucifix, of admirable workmanſhip. It 
was the pious donation of Queen Blanche, ſecond 
wife of Philip de Valois, . who lies buried in 
this chapel, It is an admirable copy of the ſo 
much celebrated crucifix in the city of Lucca. 


In a word, the whole church 1s filled with 
teſtimonials of that zeal which the Kings of 
France have ever ſhewn, to render it an object of 
public admiration : of religious reſort : and the 
facred depoſitory of all that could lead the 
mind to deep and folemn thought ; or awaken 
the ſoul to the moſt lively faith and ardent 
devotion. This will plainly appear from the 
feries of hiftorical anecdotes, which follow the 


deſcriptive account of the Treaſury, 
CHAP. II. 
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Et # 3 
CHAP, II. 
5 THE 


HOLY BODIES which are preſerved in tie 
CHEVET of the CHURCH. 


be part of the building is compoſed of 


a nearly ſemicircular range of ten chapels, 
which half encompaſſes the area that contains 


the altar of St. Denis. Each of theſe chapels 


includes the body of one or more of the bleſ- 
ſed Saints and Martyrs, whoſe miraculous pow- 
ers have been, for ages, devoutly acknowledged 
in France; and their ſhrines daily reſorted to, 
by people of all ranks and conditions, more 
eſpecially by the pious, the penitent, and the 
afflicted, with ftrong faith and the moſt pro- 
Of theſe, the firſt and 
moſt celebrated, is the body of the bleſſed Saint 


DIS, the Apoſtle of France, Biſhop, Mar- 


tyr, and Patron of the town and the Abbaye. 
— The bodies of Saint Ruſticus, Archipretre» 
and of Saint Eleutherus, Archdeacon, are en- 
cloſed within the altar of Saint Denis. 


2, Saint 
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2. Saint Romanus, Prieſt, Religious, and 
Diſciple of St. Martin, repoſes in the chapel 
that bears his name. His body was brought 
there in the reign of King Dass, about 
the year 630. 


3. The body of Saint . Biſhop of 
Mande, is depoſited in the chapel of his name. 


4. Sainte Panfrede, Sainte Seconde, and. 
Sainte Semirable, Virc1xs, Martyrs, and com- 
panions of St. Urſula, are depoſited in the 
chapel of Saint Eugene, a Diſciple of the holy 
Saint Denis, and Archbiſhop of Toledo, in 
Spain, whole whole body*. formerly reſted in this 

church. 


5 —_— 


It has been often permitted, under the ſanftion of ancient 
uſage, and confirmed by the authority of the Church, that the 
holy bodies, and other ſacred relics, may be lawfully divided, 
in order that the benefit of their miraculous powers might be the 
more extenſively enjoyed by the faithful and the afflicted. —— 
Sometimes it has been done under an agreement between the 
Superiors of two diſtant monaſteries, who have exchanged a rib 
of one Saint for the cubit bone of another; an eye for an eye; a 
tooth for a tooth, &c, — At other times, large ſums have been 
given by religious communities or individuals, for part of a relic, 
of eſtabliſhed reputation ; and this book affords numerous 3 
ſtances of fragments of the human frame, being preſented as the 
moſt valuable donations to, and by Kings and Emperors, 


L 9 1 
church. — Thoſe of the female Saints were 
brought hither in the time of Louis the Seventh, 
called the Young. — In this chapel, the gran- 
deur of the deſign, and beautiful work of the 
pavement, are ſtrikingly remarkable. 


5. Saint Cucufas, Martyr, of Barcelona, 
was brought hither from Rome in the year 
763, and depoſited in the chapel of his name, 


6. Saint Hilaire, Biſhop of Poitiers, and 
Saint Patroclus, a Martyr and Biſhop of Gre- 
noble, were conveyed hither in the time of 
King Dagobert : they repole in the chapel of 
the Bleſſed Virgin. 


7. Saint Pelerin, the Martyr, firſt Biſhop 
of Auxerre, is laid in the dn that bears 
his name. 


8. The body of one of the holy innocents, 
that were ſlaughtered by the cruelty of Herod, 
and one of the Martyrs of the Theban legion, 
which was brought hither by Saint Louis : theſe 
ar- preſerved in the chapel of Saint Maurice. 


9. Sainte Oſmane, a V irc 1x, of the Blood 
Royal of Ireland, is enſhrined in the chapel 
of her name, 


10. Saint 


10. Saint Firman, the Martyr, firſt Biſhop 
of Amiens, was brought hither in the time of 
King Dagobert: this body is * in the 
chapel which takes 11 name. 


11. eint Euſtachius, the Martyr, lies in 
the chapel that bears his name; and which alſo 
contains the ſuperb mauſoleum of Henry de la 
Tour d' Auvergne, Vicomte Turrenne, who 
died in the year 1675: Louis the Fourteenth 
cauſed his body to be- interred at Saint Denis, 
m recompence for his RO fidelity and 


public ſervices, 


Befides the bodies of theſe Saints, that of 
Saint Hyppolitus, the Martyr, is depoſited in 
a chapel that takes his name, towards the nave 
of the church, Pope Leo the Third, gave him 
to the Emperor Charlemagne, who, ſoon after, 
piouſly made a preſent of kim to the Ae 


of St. Denis. 


The holy body of Saint Louis, King of France, 
is preſerved, as one of the moſt valuable and 
facred depoſits, in the Treaſury, together with 
that of Saint Demis, of Corinth. © | 


CHAP, III. 


Wir: 
CHAP. III. 


OF THE 


SACRED RELICS, PRECIOUS RELIQUA- 
RIES, SHRINES, CROWNS, VASES, &c. 1 
which are in the TREASURY: Distributed in | 
Six Armoires, or Depositories. 


7 he First Armoire. e 


Grand croſs, of maſſy gold, entirely co- 7 
| vered with rubies, ſaphires, emeralds, and , 
lad pearls, which encloſes a piece of the 1 
true croſs, about a foot in length: it was ſent 
ia the year 1205, to Philip Auguſtus, King 
of France, by Baldwin, Emperor of the Eaſt. Pc. 


A croſs of ſilver gilt, in which there is con- | 7.4.08 
tained ſome wood of the true croſs, the dona« 1 
tion of Jerame de Chambellan, Prior of Saint 5 
Denis, in the year 1606. 


A very curious reliquary of gold, in which 
there is a crucifix made entirely of the wood 
of the true croſs ; it was altogether the work- 
| | manſhip 


112 


manſhip of his Holineſs, Pope Clement the 
the Third, who preſented it to King my 


Auguſtus, 


The oratorre, or little portable chapel, of 
the ſame King Philip Auguſtus, before which 
he was accuſtomed to pray. The anterior face 
of this oretorre is entirely of gold, almoſt wholy 
covered with ornaments of jewellery. It con- 
tains no leſs than thirty-four precious relics of 
different forts ; among which there is an undoubted 
piece of the true crols ; a thorn from the crown 
of our Lord; fome of the ſponge with which 
they preſented him the gall; a piece of his 
garment, &c, &c. | 


A large and very ſuperb fhrine of filver gilt, 
the cover of which is formed in imitation of the 
roof of a church. In this ſhrine or chaſe (as 
it is termed in France) are contained ſmall: 
parcels of the principal velics that are lodged in 
the holy chapel of Paris, for the purpoſe of remo- 
ving them conveniently, on extraordinary occa- 
ſtons, to any diſtance, where their miraculous 
powers may be required to operate. 


One of the Nna1is with which our Lord was 
fallened to the croſs. I his precious relic was 
ſent, as an invaluable preſent, to the Emperor 

Charlemagne, 


Las} ; 


Charlemagne, by Conſtantine the Seventh, Em- 
peror of Conſtantinople, and ſince added to 
the treaſures of the Abbaye, by Charles the 
Bald, — It is fet in a beautiful reliquary of 
filver gilt, which the Monks of Saint Denis 
cauſed to be made. 


A large image of maſſy ſilver gilt, of our 
Lady, holding in her right hand 4 fleur de ts, 
of enamelled gold, on which are inſcribed theſe 
words, © Des eheveux de Notre Dame” (“ ſome: 
hairs of our Lady.“) This reliquary was the 
pious gift of Joan D' Evreux, Queen of France, 
together with the following : 


Another large image of ſilver gilt, of Saint 
ohn the Evangeliſt, holding in one hand, a 
real tooth of this holy Apoſtle. a 


A reliquary of ſilver gilt, repreſenting Saint 
Hyppolitus; one of whoſe bones is contained 
within 1t, | 

The arm of Saint Simeon, with which he re- 
ceived our Lord in the Temple: this beautiful 
reliquary, which is of gold, enriched with jew-- 
els, was given by Charles the Bald, 


| A bone 
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A bone of Saint Euſtachius's arm, ſet in gilt 
filver, and enriched with jewellery. 


A curious reliquary of gold, accompanied 
with two angels of ivory, on a ſtand of filver 
gilt, which contains ſome of the holy bones of 
Saint Placidus, who was a Diſciple of Saint 
Bennet, and of his ſiſter Sainte Flavia. 


A little chryſtal, ornamented prettily with gold, 
in which there is a cavity that contains a zooth of 
Saint Pencrace, the Martyr. 


The two crowns, which Henry the Fourth 
cauſed to be made for his confecration, one of 
which is of gold, the other of ſilver; with the 
royal ſceptre and the hand of Juſtice, of ſilver 
gilt ; which he cauſed to be brought from Char- 
tres, where he was conſecrated, to be placed in 
this treaſury, as much from a principle of grate- 
ful remembrance, that it was in the church of 
Saint Denis, that he 'made a ſolemn abjuration 
of his former accurſed herefy, * as becaule it 
was the ancient cuſtom to keep there, the 
ornaments uſed at the conſecration of the Kings. 


A crown, 


— 


* Or, as we ſhould expreſs it, He abjured the Proteſtant 
Religion.“ | 
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A crown, of ſilver gilt, which was uſed at the 


obſequies of Henrietta Maria, Queen of King 
Charles the Firſt, of England, and daughter of 


King n the Fourth, of France. 


Two mitres of the anci ent Abbes Reguliert 
one of which has an entire ground of pearls, 
highly enriched with precious ſtones, elegantly. 
ſet in gold. 


| The rich croſier, or paſtoral ſtaff, of Cardinal 
Charles de Lorraine, Abbot of Sant Denis. 


A ſtaff, of ſilver gilt, which is uſed in the 
chantry. 


The Second Armoire, or Depoſitory, contains the 
following Rich and Curtous Articles. 


A Silver head of Saint Hilaire, Biſhop of 


Poitiers, finely gilt with pale coloured gold, 
adorned with a great number of oriental pearl, 
and valuable ornaments of jewellery ſet in gold: 
amongſt them is a beautiful agate, on which 1; 


cut an admirable antique head in mezzo relievo 


of the Emperor Cæſar Auguſtus, This fn? 
piece of workmanſhip was the donation of the 
Abbot and Monks of Saint Denis, in the yar 
1606, | A large. 
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A large and magnificent croſs of gold, en- 
riched with garnets and ſaphires. Within this 
croſs is preſerved one of the bars of the gridiron, 
on which Saint Laurence was broiled. This 
was preſented to the Abbaye by King Charles 
_ the Bald; and has been elevated on a pillar 
and foot of maſly ſilver, gilt with high coloured 
gold, at the expence of the Monks. | 


A reliquary of gilt filver ; on the upper part 
of which is to be ſeen the fleſh and bone of one 
of the fingers of Saint Bartholomew, the Apoſtle, 
who ſuffered a moſt cruel martyrdom, by being 
flayed alive, This precious relic is encloſed 
under a chryſtal, ſurrounded with ornaments 


of gold. 


A beautiful reliquary of gilt ſilver, containing 
a ſhoulder-blade of Saint John, the Baptitt ; 


ſent from Conſtantinople, by the Emperor He- 
raclius, as a preſent to King Dagobert. 


An image of Saint Nicholas, formed of ſolid 
flver gilt. In the ſtand which ſupports it, are 
contained ſeveral relics of the Saint. Guy de 
Monceau, Abbot of Saint Denis, preſented it 
in the year 1385. | | 


Another 
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Another image of ſolid filver, gilt, repreſent- 
ing the Holy Virgin; holding in one hand a 
little reliquary, in which is to be ſeen, under a 
chryſtal, a piece of the ſwaddling clothes in which 
ſhe wrapped our Lord, when ſhe laid him in the 
manger. Ihis relic was given to King Philip 
Auguſtus, by Baldwin, Emperor of the Eaſt, 
in the year 1205 ; and the reliquary by Guy de 
Monceau, Abbot of Saint Denis, in the year 


1385, 


A plate of highly poliſhed and handſomely 
wrought filver, gilt; at the foot of which there 
are afhxed a candleſtick, of the ſame materials, 
and two figures, of enamelled gold, repreſenting 
thoſe little animals called ermines, which ſupport 
an emblematic device; in the centre of which, 
in an ornamented boſs of gold, is ſet a large 
and very beautiful oriental hyacinth, given by 
Anne de Bretagne, Queen of. France, 


An image of Saint Denis, formed of ſolid 
ſilver, gilt; which was preſented to the Abbaye 
in the year 1360, by Marguerite de France, 
Comteſſe de Flandres. 


An image of Sainte Catherine, formed of 
lilver, gilt with pale gold, In the foot on 


which it ſtands are ſome precious relics of the 
C: Saint. 


Saint, Guy fe Monceau preſented this to the 
Abbaye, in the year 1383. 


A moſt beautiful chaſſe or ſhrine, of ſilver. 
made in the form of a church, containing 
ſeveral bones and other precious rel:cs of the 
holy Apoſtles Saint Peter, Saint Paul, &c. 
The frontiſpiece of this reliquary is ornamented 
with the arms of the Abbaye, and thoſe of the 
Cardinal Jean de Villiers, Abbot of Saint Denis. 


A large ewer and baſon, of ſilver, gilt, 
which was purchaſed by the Monks. 


A very ancient reliquary of filver, gilt, in 
which, according to an inſcription on it, are 
contained ſome precious relics of the Prophet 
Iſaiah, who ſuffered martyrdom 696 years be- 
fore the birth of Chriſt. 


Another reliquary, of the ſame faſhion and 
materials as the preceding one, which encloſes 
a bone of Saint Pantaleon, the Martyr, 


A ſmall but very curious reliquary, formed 


entirely of chryſtal, in which are preſerved ſome 
of the hair and garments of Sainte Marguerite. 


An 


19 J 
An eye of Saint Leger, Biſhop of Autun, 
held in a little reliquary, by an image of ſilver, 
which repreſents this Saint. 


1 


The crowns employed at the conſecration of 
Louis the Thirteenth ; one of which is of pure 
gold, the other of filver, gilt; 


A beautiful crown, of ſilver, gilt, which was 


uſed at the funeral pomp of Queen Anne, of 


Auſt ria. 


Two little vaſes, called “ burettes de Suger,“ 
after the Abbot of that name, who preſented 
them, | 


An image of our Lady, made of ivory, crown- 
ed with gold, and enriched with precious ſtones, 


A manuſcript of more than a thouſand years 
old, containing the four goſpels : the writing is 
entirely of gold and filver letters ; written, very 
neatly, on purple vellum. 


A miſſal, or - maſs book; a fine manuſcript, 
written about ſeven or eight hundred years ſince. 
The covering is enriched with plates of gold, 
figures of 1vory, and precious ſtones, 
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Treaſures contained in the Third Depoſitory. 


THE READ or Saint Denis. This moſt 
holy relic is encloſed within a curious reliquary 
of gold, on which there is a ſuperb mitre, entirely 
covered with a vaſt variety of the moſt beautiful 
and valuable diamonds and other precious ſtones, 
with ſome of the fineſt oriental pearls, ſupported 
by two angels, of gilt ſilver. Another angel 
holds a ſmaller reliquary of gold, enriched with 
ornaments of jewellery, containing a ſhoulder 
blade of the ſame Saint. This was the pious 
and magnificent gift of Matthieu de Vendome, 
Abbe Regulier. 


A very ancient chalice, of rock chryſtal, 
curiouſly wrought, with its patenne, and the 
Burettes, or vaſes, which contain the wine and 
water employed at the ſacrifice of the maſs. 


Another chalice, with its patenne, or diſh, of 
filver, richly enamelled, and ornamented with 
gold; preſented to the Abbaye, by Charles the 
Fifth, King of France. 


A very elegant vaſe, of porphiry, ornamented 
with an eagle's head and wings, of filyer, gilt. 


Another 


„ 


[21] 
Another beautiful vaſe, of rock cryſtal, given, 
with the preceding article, by the Abbot Suger. 


The head of an antient croſier or paſtoral 
ſtaff; it is very neatly formed of wood, but has 
been ſince covered with ornaments of gold 
and jewels.“ 


Several rings, which were worn by the former 
Abbots of Saint Denis: ſome of hs are very 
valuable. 


The ornamented gold claſp of an eccleſi- 
aſtical robe. 


The right hand of Saint Thomas, che Apoſtle, 
wich which he touched the ſacred wounds of 
| WY our 


* The following French epigram, written ſome years ſince, 
may not be deemed mal a propos in this place. 


& Au tems paſle du ſiecle d'or, 
“ Crofſle de bots, Eveque d'or, 
& Maintenant changent les loix, 


„ Crofle d'or, Eveque de bois!“ 


In ancient days, when Saints vain pomp withſtood, 
The golden Biſhop's paſtoral ſtaff was wood; 
But modern eyes a different ſight behold, 

The wooden Biſhop bears a ſtaff of gold! 


our Lord, when he confirmed his faith, * This 
holy relic is encloſed in a caſe of gold, very 
richly ornamented with diamonds, large rubies, 
and oriental pearls of great value. This was 
devoutly given to the Abbaye, by Jean Duc 
de Berry, in the year 1394. 


A beautiful n formed of var, gilt, 
containing the whole under jaw of Saint Louis, 
which may be ſeen through a chryſtal that 
covers it, This was the preſent of Gilles de 
Pontoiſe, Abbot of Saint Denis; who is repre- 
ſented on the baſe of it, holding another ſilver 
reliquary, in which 1s preſerved one of the 
bones of Saint Louis. 


The claſp of the royal robe of Saint Louis, 
formed of ſilver, gilt, ornamented with enamel, 


and enriched with jewellery. 


A little reliquary of filver, gilt, in which 
there is preſerved a bone of Saint Denis, which 
Saint Louis ſo highly venerated that he carried 
it conſtantly with him in all his travels. 


The hand of Juſtice, of Saint Louis, made 
of ſilver. 


A large 


( 28 ] 

A large and beautifully tranſparent piece of 
rock chryſtal, on which is engraved a crucifix, 
with the images of the Holy Virgin and Saint 
John; above which there are ſome pieces of 
the royal robes of Saint Louis. This chryſtal 
is encloſed in a ſhrine of gold, adorned with 
precious ſtones. | | | 


The ring of Saint Louis, which he uſually 
wore ; it is of gold, *embelliſhed with a beautiful 
ſapphire, upon which his own portrait is en- 
graved, ” 


The crown of the ſame Saint Louis, formed 
of maſly gold, adorned with many very capital 
Jewels, equally remarkable for their ſize and 
beauty ; among which the moſt conſpicuous is 
a large ruby that Saint Louis cauſed to be ſet, 
in ſuch a manner, as to ſhew one of the thorns 
from the crown of our Lord, which is placed 
within its ſocket. | : 


The two crowns which were uſed at the 
conſecration of Louis the Fourteenth ; one of 
theſe is of gold, the other of filver, gilt. 


Another crown of vermeil, that is to ſay, of 
ſilver, gilt with high coloured gold. This was 


uſed at the obſequies of Louis the Fourteenth. 
Another 


Another crown of ſilver, gilt, which was car- 
ried as a pageant, in the funeral pomp of the 
Queen, his wife, 


A crown employed to a ſimilar purpoſe, at 
the interment of Monſigneur, the Dauphin, his 
ſon. 


Another uſed in like manner in the funeral 
proceſſion of Madame, the Dauphineſs, his 
daughter-in-law. | 


A large and beautiful agate, upon which 
there is the repreſentation of a Queen: it is 
encircled by a finely wrought border of gold 
fillagree, ornamented with jewellery. 


A very curious manuſcript, written on fine 
vellum, bound with covers of ſolid filver, en- 


riched with jewels, and adorned with figures of 


ivory. It contains the works of Saint Denis, 
with a commentary, by Saint Maximus. This 
book was ſent as a preſent to the Abbaye, 
by Manuel Paleologus, Emperor of the Eaſt, 


in the year 1408, 


The 


[ 25 ] 
The Fourth Depoſitory contains theſe . 
Articles. 


A Buſt of ſilver, gilt and lacquered, adorned 
with precious ſtones and medals of agate ; the 
donation of Jean Duc de Berry, in 1401. It 
contains part of the head of St. Bennet, and 
a bone of his arm. Suſpended round the neck 
of the figure, is an antique medal of agate, on 
which there is a fine cameo of the Emperor 
Domitian, 


Another moſt beautiful antique agate, which 
has a head of the Emperor Nero. 


A very fine amethyſt, ſet in gold, on which 
is repreſented the figure of Apollo. | 


Two admirable antique figures of agate : one 
repreſenting Cæſar Auguſtus ; the other a child, 
who is ſuppoſed to be Annius Verus, lon of 
the Emperor Marcus Aurelius. 


The ſceptre of King Dagobert, made of 
gold, and ornamented with enamel. 


A golden eagle, enriched with a very beau- 
tiful and valuable ſapphire, and other precious 
ſtones. This was uſed as a claſp to the royal 
robe of King Dagobert. AM large 
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A large and very ſuperb cross, of 97 
gold, encompaſſed with oriental pearls; en- 
riched with ſapphires, emeralds, and with a 
large oriental amethyſt in the centre. It be- 
longed to the Emperor Charlemagne, and was 
given to the Abbaye by Charles the Bald. 


The oratozre, or portable chapel of the Em- 
peror Charlemagne. It is formed. of gold ; 
enriched with ſapphires, emeralds, eagle-ma- 
rines, and oriental pearls. In the lower part 
of this oratvire are to be ſeen three arms of 
three Martyrs; viz, St. George, St. Theodore, 
and St. Apolinarius, In the upper part is a 
very fine antique gem, an eagle-marine, on 
which there is an admirable head of Julia, 
daughter of the Emperor Titus, 


The cxownN; the ſpurs, the ſceptre, the hand 
of Juſtice, the claſp of the royal robe, and the 
ſword of Charlemagne. All theſe ornaments 
are of gold; embelliſhed with rubies, emeralds, 
diamonds, and other oriental jewels, of very 
great value. Theſe are always carried to 
Rheims, for the coronation of the Kings of 
France, with the book containing the ceremo- 
nial and prayers of the conſecration. 


A large 


L #7 1 


A large and elegant cup of rock chryſtal. 
with its handle, formed in one entire piece. 
There are many fine figures wrought upon it, 
which yield indubitable proofs of its very great 
antiquity ; and particularly an inſcription, in 
which the characters are thoſe that were uſed 
by the antient Arabians. 


A curious falver, formed of gold, and orna- 
mented with a variety of chryſtals of different 
colours: In the centre is the repreſentation of 
a King, ſeated on his throne. 


A chalice, preſented by Suger, Abbot of St. 
Denis: the cup of which is formed of a moſt 
beautiful oriental agate, ornamented and guard- 
ed on the top by a rim of ſilver, gilt, and ſet 
with jewellery. The foot which ſupports is alſo 
of ſilver, gilt. 


The patenne, or diſh, belonging to this cha- 
lice, is formed of a moſt beautifully variegated 
gem, of a greeniſh caſt, called ſerpentine, ſur- 
rounded with a rim of gold, embelliſhed with 
emeralds, amethyſts, and other precious ſtones. 


A gondolt, 
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A gondole, or antique goblet, formed of a fine- 
Iy figured onyx, wrought in the form of a boat.“ 

The two crowns, uſed at the ceremony of 
conſecrating Louis the Fifteenth ; one of which 
is formed ſimply of gold ; the other enriched 
with jewels, in a very ſuperb and elegant ſtile. 


The «crown of Jeanne d' Evreux, Queen of 
France, conſort of King Charles the Fourth, 
It is of gold; and moſt ſplendidly adorned 
with rubies, ſapphires, and a great number of 
oriental pearls. This crown 1s always uſed for 
the coronation of the Queens of France, which 
ceremony is performed in the church of St. Denis. 


A larger gondole than that before mentioned; 


formed of a beautiful piece of zadde*, or lapis 
| | diuinus, 


_—_— 


Favin, in his treatiſe on the Officers employed in the Court 
of France, has this remark, p. 157 : * Les anciens Gaulais 
& avoient leurs taſſes d boire, faites en forme d' ovale, qu ils 
« appelloient galeolac, and 4 preſent gondotes, par un” mot 
'6 corrompu par les Venetiens, qui ont baptiſé de ce nom leurs 
e bachots & nacelles, pour aller par leurs rües. Varron, livre 1. 
de la vie privée des Romains, dit, —** Ubi erat vinum in men ſa 
e pofutum, aut galeola, aut num.“ & de li les Romains avoi. 
ent fabrique leur mot, gallare, boire à la mode gauloiſe,” 


* The jadde 1s a precious ſtone, of a degree of hardneſs equal 


to that of the emerald : 1t 18 of a yellow colour, ſomewhat in- 
= clining 
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divinus, mounted in gold. It was the gift of 


the Abbot Suger, who purchaſed it for ſixty 


marks T of ſilver. — It originally belonged to 


Louis the Seventh, who was induced to diſpoſe 
of it, with many other valuable articles, to 


raiſe money for the exigencies of the State. 


An antient manuſcript, containing the four 
goſpels, very neatly. written, and bound with 
covers of ſolid gold, ornamented with precious 
ſtones and large pearls. | 


A very beautiful vase, of oriental agate; 
which is juſtly eſtimated to be the moſt curious 
and valuable of all the pieces contained in the 
treaſury ; on account of its ſize, its antiquity, 
and the laborious and exquiſite workmanſhip 
beſtowed upon it. It is aſſerted to have been 
made for Prolomy PHiLADELPHUS, KING 
or EcyeT, upwards of two thouſand years 
ſince, for the Bacchanalian feſtivals. . Theſe are 
repreſented upon it, in relievo, with ſo much 

beauty 


8 


— 


clining to a greeniſh hue; and is much valued by the Turks, and 
Poliſh Nobility, who often uſe it, to ornament the hilts of their 
ſabres, 


F The mark of filver here ſpoken of was moſt probably paid 
by the weight of 8 ounces Troy. When the mark is mentioned 
as money, which is the more modern mode of reckoning, it 1* 
eſlimated at 35 livres, or about 20 ſhillings Rerling, 
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[ 30 ] . 
beauty in the forms, juſtneſs in the propor- 
tions, elegance in the attitudes, artifice in the 
deſign, and {kil} in the execution, that it is 
ſuppoſed, by the beſt judges, to have occupied 
the whole attention and labour of the artiſt for 
at leaſt thirty years, — It was the magnificent 
donation of Charles the Third, King of France. 


A chalice, with its patenne, of vermeil, that 
is to ſay, of ſilver, gilt with high coloured gold. 
Theſe ſacramental veſſels are of an uncommonly 
large ſize, and enchaſed with a variety of figures 
and other ornaments, of moſt beautiful work- 
manſhip. They were purchaſed, at the expence 
of the Monks, for the uſe of the church, 


A crown of filver gilt, which was uſed at 
the obſequies of the Dauphin, c-devant Duc 
de Burgogne, who died in 1712, 


Another crown, of the ſame materials; which 
was carried at the funeral of the Dauphineſs, 
his wife, Marie Adelaide de Savoy, who died 


in the ſame year. 


Another crown, of Maria Thereſa, Infanta 
of Spain, wife of the Dauphin, who died in 
1746. | 


Another 
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Another crown, of Maria Thereſa, of France, 
daughter of the above. 


Two crowns of Monſigneur le Duc d' Aqui- 
tain and * le Duc de Burgogne, his 
brother. 


The three crowns, uſed at the funeral cere- 
monies of Madame Maria Zephirina, of Ma- 
dame. Henriette of France, and of Madame, 
the Ducheſs of Parma, | 


The Fifth Armoire contains the felling euros 
and valuable Articles. 


A moſt beautifully magnificent ſhrine, of 
: ſilver, gilt, enriched and ornamented with eme- 
ralds and other precious ſtones, in which 1s 
depoſited the holy body of Saint Louis, King 


of France, who died in the year 1287. 


An antient ſhrine, which contains the moſt 
holy body of SainT DENISs, of Corinth, Patron 
of France, and to whom this Abbaye is dedi- 
cated. It was the giſt of Pope Innocent the 
Third. 


A buſt 
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A buſt of filver, gilt, repreſenting St. Peter, 
the Exorciſt : his holy head is encloſed within it. 


A ſmall ſhrine, containing various velics of 


Saint Pelerin, the Martyr. 


Two little ivory coffins, very neatly formed 
Which contain a variety of holy relics. 


A "IR 2 copper, gilt and 3 
which is contained the e of Pope _ 


the . 
The 


2 
— 


The pallium, in the antient Church, was a kind of cloak, 
or robe, without ſleeves, which enveloped the whole body of the 
Pope or Prelate, from the neck to the fett. It was entirely co- 
vered with little croſſes, and conſidered as one of the moſt ſacred 
of the pontifical habits. Superſtition has been abundantly fertile 
in her invention of holy myſteries ; and has delighted often in 
applying them to ſuch circumſtances and things as might make 
ignorance ſtare, and credulity yeild up its laſt poor pittance of 
common ſenſe. To the pallium were aſcribed, by Pope Inno- 
cent the Third, many curious myſtical meanings and properties. 
Ahe more modern form of the pallium 1s very different from 


the antient ; and the privilege of wearing it, as an addition to their 


robes, is granted, by the Pope, to ſome few only of the Metro- 
politans and dignified clergy, Perhaps the reader may not 


be diſpleaſed at the inſertion of a ſingular circumſtance, relative 


uo the preparing the wool of which they are made. The 


« Heeces of ſpotleſs lambs only, are employed for this purpoſe. 
Five of the Pope's A who are called Apoſtolical Sub- 
ones ns, 
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The royal robes which were uſed at the co- 
ronation of the Kinc ; and which, according to 
antient cuſtom, are preſerved, for the purpoſe 
of exhibiting them again to the public, at the 
coronation of his ſucceſſor. Here are allo pre- 
ſerved the veſt, the dalmatique, and the cami- 
sole, or under - waiſteoat, worn, on the like 
occaſwn, by Louis the Fifteenth. 


Two crowns, which were diſplayed at the 


funerals of M. le Duc D' Orleans, in 1723, 
and of Mademoiſelle de Montpenſier. 


Two crowns that were uſed at the obſequies 
of the Duke of Berry, who died in 1714, 
and of the Ducheſs, his wife, who died in 1719. 


D | The 


8 


_ 


+ Deacons, are appointed, in an eſpecial manner, to ſuperin- 
& tend the fabrication, &c. They proceed to the chapel of St. 
« Agnes, on the morning of her feſtival. Paſſing before the 
& Vatican, as if by accident, with a horſe, carrying two paniers 
““ filled with theſe lambs, his Holineſs (alſo, apparently, by acci- 
dent) ſeeing them paſs, gives them his benedittion ; and aſier 
“being once more bleſſed by the Prieſt, at the chape el of Saint 
* Agnes, he paſſes them to two Canons of St. Giovanni di 
6 Lateran, Theſe deliver them again to the Apoſtolical Sub- 
% Deacons, who are to feed them in a particular paſture, con- 
“ ſecrated for that purpoſe, until they are fit to be ſhorn; and 
from the fleeces, thus obtained, the patliums are manufaftu- 
« red,” 
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The crown and fword that were carried at 
the funeral of the Duke of Orleans, Regent 
of France, during the minority of Lonis the 
Fifteenth, | 


In the Sixth Depoſitory. 


Asu, of filyer, gilt, of the moſt exquiſite 
workmanſhip ; in the centre of which there is 4 
croſs, highly enriched with precious ſtones.“ 
This large and beautifully radiated fun is fup- 
ported on a finely ornamented foot and ſtem, 
of the ſame metals. 


The crowns of Monſigneur le Due d' Anjou, 
and of Madame Troifieme, his ſiſter. 


The royal mantle of Louis the Fifteenth, 
with other of his ſtate habiliments. Various in- 
ſignia that were carried in the funeral proceſſion 
of Louis the Fourteenth; among which are his 
helmet, made to reſemble a crown ; his ſhield, 

2 8 


n Dre 5 r 
- 


* The purpoſe for which this is uſed is the elevation of the 
Hoſt at the altar; or to contain it, when it is carried in pro- 
ceſſion, on certain feſtivals and ſolemn occaſions, ſuch as will be 
hereafter particularly noticed, 


£3 J 
charged with the arms of France ; his gauntlets, 
and his ſpurs: alſo, the highly ornamented piſ- 
tols, which the city of Aix la Chapelle preſented 
to his Majeſty, on his return from Holland. 


The ſword of the famous Engliſh General 
Talbot, given to the Treaſury, by Monſieur le 
Comte d' Aubeterre, Lieutenant General of the 
armies of France, and Chevalier of all the 
French orders of Knighthood, viz. the order 
of the Holy Ghoſt, of Saint Michael, of Saint 
Lazarus, and the order of Saint Louis. 


Above theſe Armozrres is placed a large, old, 
gothic chair, formed of copper, gilt : it is raiſed 
on ſteps, to render it the more confpicuous, and 
was uſed as a throne by Dagobert, and other 
Kings of France of the firſt race. 95 


The ſword of Turpin, who, from a Monk of 
Saint Denis, being raiſed to the dignity of Arch- 
biſhop of Rheims, could not reſt until he had 
aſſamed the widely contraſting character of a 
ſoldier, and began his military career by bearing 
arms, with his uncle Charlemagne, againſt the 
infidels. 


The 
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The ſword of Joan of Arcq,; the famous 
maid, of Orleans, together with her portrait. 


A euriouſly twiſted horn, ſaid to be that of 
the unicorn, fix feet and half in length. 


A Turkiſh fword, which Saint Louis brought 
with him, when he returned from his firſt jour - 
ney to the Holy Land, 


CHAP» IV. 


HISTORICAL ANECDOTES of the KINGS 

of FRANCE ; ſhewing the great veneration 
in which theſe Sovereigns have always held the 
HOLY RELICS, contained in the Church and 
Treaſury of SAINT DENIS. 


* hom pious zeal of King Dagobert did not 
permit him to remain fimply contented, 
with eretting, at a very conſiderable expence, 
a nobly magnificent church, to the holy Mar- 


tyrs; which he cauſed to be payed with the 
| ; ſineſt 
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fineſt marble; to be adorned with hangings of 
the richeſt tapeſtry ; to be embelliſhed with 
various ornaments of ſilver, gold, and jewels; 
to be partly covered with s1LvER, and the re- 
maining part with lead; and to endow it with 
a fund amply adequate to its ſupport, and 
perpetual repair ; but he allo enriched it with 
ſeveral ſacred bodies. 


The ſame King Dagobert founded the royal 
Abbaye of Saint Denis, and conferred on it 
an income, competent to the maintainance of 
ſuch a number of Monks, as might be ſuffi- 
cient, by relieving each other, in rotation, to 
chant, without any intermiſſion, the office, or 
appointed ſervice of the church, both day and 
night. f 

He likewiſe founded a hoſpital, near the 
church, both for the reception and ſupport of 
the poor, and the accommodation of the nu- 
merous pilgrims, whoſe devotion led tem to 
viſit, and offer up their prayers, at the tombs 
of the holy Martyrs. 


King Clovis the ſecond, in the year 653, 
at the ſynod of Clichy, declared, that being 
animated by the ſacred defire of honoring the 
holy Martyrs, whoſe remains were depoſited 

D 3 in 
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in the Abbaye of Saint Denis, he had there 
aſſembled no leſs chan twenty Biſhops, with a 
far greater number of other qualified perſons, 
that they might unite with him in ſigning the 


privilege of exemption, which he had obtained 


from Saint Landri, Biſhop of Paris. 


Clotharius the Third, and all the other Kings, 
his ſucceſſors, down to Pepin, have uniformly 
acknowledged Sainr DENIS, for their holy 
Patron and Proteftor, in the numerous grants 
and donations, which they have made to the 


Abbaye. 


King Pepin, that he might more particularly 
hanour his Patran Saint, began the erefting 
of a new church, of which, as we have before 
obſerved, there now only remain the two tow- 
ers of the protyrum, or grand entrance, and 
the yaulted roof of ſtone, which covers it, and 
extends from one tower to the other. 


Pope Stephen tbe Third e the 
grand altar, by his apoſtolic benedittion, in 
the year 753. He then firſt uſed it in the 
celebration of the Maſs; at which time he 
alſo anointed and crowned the King, Pepin» 
and Bertrade his conſort, together with his two 
ſons, Charles and Carloman, Aſter the per- 
1 formance 
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formance of this ceremony, he left his pallium 
(before mentioned) in the Abbaye, where it 
is ſtill carefully preſerved in the Treaſury. 
He then, likewiſe, conferred on the Abbot. of 
St. Denis the diſtinguiſhed honor of being at- 
tended by ſix Deacons, robed in dalmatigues, 
whenfoever he fhould- officiate. The Kins, 
then confirmed all the valuable privileges, 
the rights of the fair, and the other franchiſes 
which his predeceſſors had ſo liberally eon- 
- ferred on the Abbaye of St. Denis. 


"The Emperor Charlemagne cauſed the church 
which Pepin had begun, to be completed, in 
in a very magnificent ſtile, and in a manner 
perfectly conſonant with the plan and architectu- 
ral defign by which it was begun. He cauſed it 
to be dedicated, with great ſolemnity, in the 
year 775; and, having confirmed the various 
grants made by the preceding Monarchs, he 
preſented many rich gifts to the Abbaye. 


Louis, le Debonarre, cauſed it to be inſerted 
in a title deed, which he granted in the year 
840, that it was ſolely from the very high degree 
of veneration which he entertained for his Pro- 
tector and holy Patron St. Denis, that he aug- 
mented his franchiſes. It was alſo from the 
ſame principle of reſpect, that he was anxiouſſy 
deſirous 
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defirous of being eſtabliſhed: in his dignity of 
EMezROR in the church of St. Denis, in the 
year 834, 


Charles the Bald conceived it to be a real 
honour obtained, when, in addition to his dig- 
nities, both of King and Emperor, he received 
the title of Abbot of St. Denis; and, from that 
time, it became his invariable cuſtom to attend 
the duties of his ſtation at the Abbaye, on the 
ſolemn feſtivals, entirely paſſing the day in re- 
ligious obſervances and the devout converſation 
of the Monks. During the irruptions of his 
foreign enemies, he became the profeſſed cham- 
pion of Saint Denis, and defended the facred 


treaſures with intrepidity and ſucceſs, He alſo 


made very conſiderable donations : and, in ho- 
nour of the holy Martyrs, he augmented the 
number of the lamps which were kept conti- 
nually burning before their ſhrines and in their 
chapels ; and alſo encreaſed the wax tapers. and 
flambeaux, employed in the ſervice of the 
church. The holy nail, the arm of Saint 
Simeon, and two large croſſes of gold, which 
are preſerved in the Treaſury, were the offer.. 
ings of his pious munificence. 


Louis, le Gros (or the Corpulent) ever ac- 


knowledged Saint Denis to be his holy Guide 
| and 
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and Protector. He cauſed to be preſented, at 
his altar, the magnificent gift of ſix chandeliers, 
all of ſolid gold, weighing twenty marks (or 
160 ounces,) Alſo, the golden crown: of his 
father, King Philip the- Firſt, accompanied with 
a ſolemn declaration, that the royal ornaments 
of the Kings of France, at their deceaſe, be- 
longed, both by right and cuſtom, to Saint 
Denis : — And in a deed which he executed, 
in the year 1124, he ſays that, © It was entirely 
through motives that originated in the pro- 
found veneration he felt for the ſacred relics, 
« which are contained in the church of Saint 
„Denis, that he confirmed the antient privi- 
« G of the Robaye.” 


On this King's recovery from a ſevere and 
dangerous illneſs, he came to the Abbaye, and 
devoutly offered up his grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the Almighty, proſtrating himſelf be- 
fore the tomb of Saint Denis. 


Louis, le Jeune (or the Young) in the year 
1144, claimed to himſelf the honour of carry- 
ing the holy body of Saint Denis, in the grand 
proceſſion, which was made through the Cloiſ- 
ters, on the day of the tranſlation of the holy 
Martyrs. He aſſiſted, likewiſe at the dedica- 

cation of the new church, the firſt ſtone of 
which 
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which he had himſelf laid, at the ſolicitation of 

1 the Abbot Suger. He alſo accompanied Pope 
# Eugenius the Third to the Abbaye, to celebrate 

1 | Eafter ; which was performed with every noble 
and ſplendid accompanyment, that could give 
10 ſolemn dignity to the ceremonies of the Church. 
This event took place in the year 1147. 


King Prairie Avus rus, after having been 
conſecrated and crowned at Rheims, wiſhed to 
receive again, at Saint Denis, the crown, which 
he had cauſed to be brought back from Rheims, 
wich his ſceptre and royal robes. He, after- 
wards, aſſiſted at the conſecration and crowning 
of the Queen, Iſabella de Hainault, his wife; 
which was performed, with great pomp, at Saint 
Denis, in the year 1180. 


His fon, Louis, who had been fo, violently 
affetted with a dangerous. diſeaſe, that his life 
was totally deſpaired of, by the Phyſicians who 
attended him, having been moſt miraculouſly cured, 
by only touching ſome holy relics, which the Monks 
of Saint Denis bad carried in proceſſion, bare. 

| footed, to Paris, King Philip Auguſtus, on his 
3 return. from Paleſtine, which was in the year 
1191, repaired, without delay, to the Royal 
| Abbaye, where he fervently offered up his tri- 
8 | bute of thanks to God, at the tombs of the 
holy 


[43] 
holy: Martyrs, for the heavenly favour and pro- 
tection he had obtained, trough their mtrits, 
in the many perils and dangers he had been 
doomed to encounter, both on his voyage and 
journey, as well as for the miraculbus recovery 
of his much beloved ſon. 


In the year 1215, he preſented to the Trea- 
ſury that remarkable part of the TRUE cross, 


with the rich reliquary that contains it, which 


are ſtill to be ſeen in the Abbaye: together 
with many holy relics, which he had received 
from Baldwin, Emperor of Conſtantinople. 


In the year 1222 he made his, will, by which 
he bequeathed all his jewels to Saint Denis, for 
the purpoſe of raiſing a fund, ſor the maintain- 
ance of twenty additional Monks, who, by his 
order, were united to the Brotherhood. 

Among his jewels, was comprized the croſs 
of gold, which was eſtimated at the value of 
four hundred livres. His ſon, Louis the Eighth 

defirous of poſſeſſing the other jewels, purcha- 

| ſed them of the Abbaye, at the eſtimated value, 

which was 11,600 livres. This ſum, with the 

valuation of the croſs of gold, amounting to 

12,000, was equal to one hundred and forty-ſour 
ihouſand livres of the preſent money. 

| SAINT 
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Saint Lovis, more efpecially, entertained 
the higheſt regard for the Religious, and for 
all that pertained to the Royal Abbaye, and 
ever manifeſted a particular devotion towards 
the holy Saint Denis; inſomuch, that he never 
undertook any affairs of great importance, with. 
out firſt imploring the aid and protection of 
his Patron Saint: and, during the courſe of 


his various voyages and travels abroad, or even 
in the ſhorter journies he took within his own 


dominions, he never omitted to take with him 
{ſome relics of this his favorite Saint. Neither 
did he fail to attend, every year, at the cele- 
bration of the -feſtival of the holy Martyrs ; 
and his uſual offering was, on theſe occaſions, 


four bezanis of gold.“ At one time, he pre- 


fented, on the altar, a gift of three golden 
crawns, of beautiful workmanſhip. 


The Religious of the Abbaye having walked, 
barefooted, in a folemn proceſſion, with the 
ſhrines 
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»The bezant was a gold coin, ſtruck at Conſtantinople, it 
the time that city bore the name of Byzantium. Saint Louis, 
himſelf, had been ranſomed from his captivity, when a priſoner 
to the Saracens, for a very conſiderable ſum, which was paidin 
this money. And it was the antient cuſtom for the Kings of 
France to make an oftering of thirty bezants at the ceremony of 
their conſecration, The value of a bezant was about equal to a 


double ducat of Spain, 
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ſhrines of the holy Martyrs, at a time when 

Saint Louis lay afflicted with a dangerous ma- 
lady, he no ſooner recovered a ſufficient degree 

of ſtrength, to enable him to quit his apartments, 

than his gratitude and devotion led him to the 

church of Saint Denis; where, proſtrating him- 2 
ſelf before the tomb of his Protector, he offered 

up his thankſgiving and prayers to the Lord. 


He alſo came there to implore the aſſiſtance 
of theſe ſacred guardians, before he embarked 
on his two enterprizes againſt the Infidels in 
the holy land. And, on his fafe return, from 
the firſt cruſade, he gave many demonſtrations 5 
of pious gratitude. | „5 17 


In the year 1267, having, on Whitſunday, 
in the preſence of his Court, and the military, 
who were aſſembled on the occaſion, conferred 
the order of Chivalry on his ſon Philip, on the 
Count d' Artois, and on more than ſixty other 
young Noblemen : being all clad in armour, 
he conduRted them, on horſeback, the following 
day, to the church of Saint Denis, to implore 
the bleſſing of Heaven, to confirm their faith, 
animate their hearts with invincible courage, 
aid the efforts of their arms, and lead them on 
to conqueſt and unfading renown, through the. 

| holy 
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i holy patronage and interceſſion of theſe facred 
P Proteftors of 'himfelf and of his kingdom. 
q Philip, le Hardi, or the Bold, on returning 
. from the ceremony of his conſecration, which 
SE had been performed at Rheims, went to Saint 
4 Denis, attended by the Nobles of his Court, 
S and preſenting himſelf before the tomb of ibe 


N Saint, humbly committed the kingdom of France 
* to his guardian care and proteCtion, 
= Philip, le Bel, or the Handſome, piouſly 
1 aſcribed the celebrated victory he obtained over 
his enemies in Flanders, to the ſacred aid and 
influence of Saint Denis. It was by his 
command that the religious community of Saint 
1 Denis carried, in ſolemn proceſſion, the holy 
3 body of the Saint through the city of Paris. 
And, when lying at the point of death, the 
laſt requeſt which he made, to his ſon and 
ſucceſſor, was, that he would ever be devoutly 
F eareful to merit the patronage of Saint Denis, 
1 and be attentive to the intereſts and Port 
I of his church. 


Philip, the 1500 in the year 1319, con- 
; firmed to the Abbot of Saint Denis the rank 
? of Conſeiller-ne, or Counſellor, by right of office, 
| in the Parliament of Paris, ordaining that he 

ſhould 
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ſhould enjoy that privilege as heretofore, both 
when the ſaid Parliament had been ambulant, 


or moveable from place to place, and after 
it had been, by Philip, le Bel, rendered ſe- 


dentaire, or fixed to the city of Paris, Under 
each of theſe circumſtances, the Abbot of Saint 
Denis had always enjoyed the privilege of having 
a deliberative voice, with the ſix Eccleſiaſtical Peers, 
and the Biſhop of Paris; a privilege which the 
other Prelates never poſſeſſed, although they 


obtained the 1 of fitting in it. 


"The fame King Pn1Lt» the Fifth, had fuch 
exalted faith, and placed ſuch perfect confidence 
in the miraculous powers operating through the 
holy relics, that the Abbot and Monks of Saint 
Denis, at his devoutly earneſt folicitation, ha- 
ving walked, bare-footed, in proceffion, as far 
as Longchamps, where he lay fick, carried to 
his bed-fide a piece of the true eroſs, the holy 
nail, and the arm of Saint Simeon: the King 
felt their immediate influence, and found the 
wiſhed for relief, which all medical aſſiſtanee 
had failed to e 


PniLt1i» dE VAITOis was, of all the Kings, the 
molt frequent viſitor of Saint Denis, never ſuf- 
fering any confiderable intervat of time, to- 
elapſe, during the courſe of his reign, without 

preſenting 
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preſenting himſelf before the altar of his Patron 
Saint, and the {ſhrines of the holy Martyrs. 
On many public occaſions, his gratitude and 
devotion led him thither : particularly at the 
time when he became of age to govern the 
kingdom; at the time when he undertook to 
carry on the war in Flanders; when he had 
defeated the enemies of the State; after he 
had gained a very important and deciſive vie- 
tory, at Caſſel; and when his ſon John, Duke 
of Normandy, had been miraculouſly reſtored 
to health, after much ſuffering, and being re- 
duced to extreme weakneſs, by a long and pain- 
ful illneſs ; attributing his recovery, altogether, 
to the efficacious virtues of the holy relics, which 
the Abbot and Monks of Saint Denis carried 
in proceſſion to Tayerny, where he lay on 
the bed of ſickneſs, and was deemed by 
his Phyſicians, beyond all relief through the 
aid of medicine. This devout Monarch, 
as ſoon as the reſtoration of his ſtrength would 
permit, taking his ſon by the hand, led him 
on foot, although it was upwards of nine miles, 
to Saint Denis, to expreſs his - gratitude, in 
thankſgiving to the Almighty, and for the in- 
lerceſſion of the holy Martyrs; remaining three 
whole days and nights in the Abbaye, which 
time they employed entirely in acts of devotion. 


King 
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King Charles the Fifth gave many proofs 
of the ſame devotion to Saint Denis; taking 
frequent journies to the Abbaye, for the pur- 
poſe of honouring the holy Martyrs ; humbly 
proſtrating himſelf at their ſacred ſhrines, and 
accompanying his prayers with rich offerings 
and endowments. 


King Charles the Sixth, who raiſed the Ori- 
flamme* no leſs than ſeven times againſt his 
| E enemies, 
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* The or:flamme, enſeigne de France, or, as it is called by 
ſome writers, the banner of Saint Denis, was, at that time, the 
great Standard of France, It derived its name from being made 
of ſcarlet filk, almoſt entirely covered with flames of gold, 
It was about twelve feet in length, terminating in a point, divi- 
ded below, and affixed to the head of a long lance. This ban- 
ner was depoſited in the Abbey of Saint Denis, and never taken 
from thence, but on the moſt important expeditions, or on occa- 
ſions of the greateſt national danger. When, on ſuch exigencies 
they had recourſe to Saint Denis, they began by firſt offering up 
their prayers to the Bleſſed Virgin, in the church of Notre 
Dame, at Paris; from thence they proceeded to the Apzare, 
where, after being ſolemnly received by the Religious of Saint 
Denis, they deſcended (fans chaperon & ſans ceinture) with 
their heads uncovered, and their loins ungirt, into the ſubter- 
raneous vaults, where the bodies of the. holy Martyrs lay in- 
terred, and where the oriflamme was alſo kept; which, being 
delivered, by the Abbot of Saint Denis, into the King's own 
hands, he preſented it to the Count de Vexin, as Firſt Vaſſal of 
Saint Denis, who carried it to the altar, where the King uſually 

laid 


T xl 


Y s th * 
- 3 . 


1 30 

enemies, embraced, with pious gratitude, eve- 
ry occaſion of manifeſting to the world, the 
unſpeakable degree of veneration he ever felt, 
and the unbounded confidence he placed, in 
the care and protection of the holy Mar- 
tyrs. In that confidence, he took the field; 
and, ever dauntleſs in the day of battle, led on 
his Knights and his armies to victory: whilſt, 
in his councils, he ceaſed not to look up to 
them, for their heavenly aid and influence. It 
was through their merits, on which he ſo firmly 
relied, that he obtained the recovery of his 
health, ſeveral times, from various diſeaſes. 
Indeed, he never acknowledged any other means 
which could reſtore him to health. And, in 
teſtimony of his grateful ſenſe of the Ak 
he had obtained, he afliſted. at the. office, on 
the feaſt of Saint Denis, and on that of the 
Dedication. He, moreover, cauſed a magni- 

ficent 
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laid it himſelf, This ceremony was accompanied by many pray - 
ers and benedittions. The Standard-bearer, appointed on this 


occaſion, was always a Chevalier of undoubted loyalty, courage» 


and diſcretion, Previouſly to receiving this important charge, 
according to an invariable cuſtom, he confefled his fns ; ob- 
tained abſolution ; received the euchariſt ; and took a ſolemn 
oath, at the altar, to be faithful to his truſt, and never ſuffer it 
to be torn from his hands, but with the loſs of life. It was loft, 
however, during the reign of this Prince, at the battle of Roſbec. 


In the phraſe of the original, it diſappeared, 
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ficent ſhrine of pure gold. to be made, of the 
moſt beautiful workmanſhip, which weighed no 
leſs than two hundred and fifty-two marks (or 
168 pounds Troy weight, which, according to 
our common rate of valuation, viz. four pounds 
per ounce, would amount, for that precious 
material alone, and excluſive of the expence 
of workmanſhip, to no leſs than eight thouſand 
and forty-four pounds ſterling.) In this coſtly 
ſhrine, it was his intention to. have | encloſed 
the ſacred body of Saint Louis; but the de- 
fence and preſervation of his kingdom, obliged 
him ſoon after, to make it a ſacrifice to the 
exigencies of the State. 


The Dukes of Berry and Burgundy, both 
uncles to the King, having united in their requeſt, 
the Monks of Saint Denis went in ſolemn pro- 
ceſſion, to the holy chapel of Paris, carrying 
with them a great number of the moſt precious 
relics, for the purpoſe of reſtoring the King's 
health, in the year 1395. They returned there 
again, bare-footed, for the general peace, in 

1412. But the moſt celebrated, and by far 
the grandeſt, of all the proceſſions, was that 
which they made to the cathedral of Paris, 
when they offered up the national thankſgiving, 
ſor the ſignal victories, which were obtained 


F. 2 


by Charles the Sixth, over his enemies, in the 
year 1414. 


King Charles the Seventh, came to Saint 
Denis, after the defeat of the Engliſh army, to 


return thanks to God, on the tombs of the holy 


Martyrs, and from pious gratitude, for the 
important victories he had obtained: he then, 
as an att of public acknowledgement, con- 
firmed both the rights of the town and the 
Abbaye, which had been granted, and repeat- 
edly confirmed, by his predeceſſors. 


King Louis the Eleventh, called Saint Denis, 
the holy Protector of his dominions, the Guide of 
has councils, and the Guardian of his foul: And 
he moreover demonſtrated his gratitude for the 
bleſſing of peace, which was obtained in the 
year 1465, by ſolemnly offering on the altar 


one hundred pieces-of gold. 


' He many times, through devotion, humbled 
himſelf in the preſence of his Court, by coming 
on foot from Paris to Saint Denis ;* but particu- 
larly in the year 1433; he then walked in a 
memorable proceſſion, in which he was followed 
by the Princes, and all the members of the 


Sovereign Courts of Parliament. His 


2 


* The diſtance is about ten Engliſh miles. | 
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His tomb 1s not, however, to be ſeen, with 
thoſe of the other Kings at Saint Denis, be- 
cauſe, he made it a decided object of his choice. 
to be interred in the church of our Lady of 
Clery; for which the Heretics (meaning, the 
Huguenots and Calviniſts) had not the ſame 
reſpect, which they always inviolably entertained 
for the holy and royal tombs at Saint Denis. 
But inſpired by the Devil, with an abominable 
and helliſh ſpirit of rage and profanation, they 
tore the remains of Louis the Eleventh, and the 
Queen, his conſort, from their tombs; burnt 
their bodies, and ſcattered their aſhes in the 
wind, Thus he who would not ſuffer his mortal 
remains to repoſe in the ſepulchre of his fathers, 
and under the protection of the holy Martyrs, 
found no reſt in another grave! 


King Charles the Eighth, having been anoin- 
ted at Rheims, came to receive the crown, 
at Saint' Denis, and place his kingdom under 
the powerful protection of the holy Martyrs 
in the year 1483. Seven years after, he alſo 
cauſed his conſort, Anne de Bretagne, to be 
crowned Queen there, with the greateſt ſplendor. 


Before he led his army into Italy, to under- 
take the conqueſt of N aples, he aſſiſted at the 
ſolemn proceſſion of the holy bodies, which the 
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Religious of the Abbaye, walking with naked 
feet, carried round the cloifters, attended by 
many Prelates and great Lords of the Court, 


as alſo by the Univerſities, the magiſtrates of the 


city of Paris, and chief officers of his army. 


Being arrived near the object of his expedi- 
tion, and in front of the enemy, with whom he 
was on the point of combat, he fervently offered 
up his prayers, and made a ſolemn vow to Saint 
Denis, who jo effeftively aſſiſted his councils and 
his armies, that he reunited to his crown, the 
kingdoms of NayLts, of StciLy, and JtRusA- 
L EI, after the battle of Fornoue. Being returned 


to France, he repaired immediately to Saint 


Denis, to perform his vow, and return thanks 
to God, for the happy ſucceſs of his arms.“ 
Prudent in his councils, cautious in his condutt, 
but intrepid in the field, he thus evinced, that 
his faith, and his devotion, were ever equal 


to his wiſdom and his courage. 


King Louis the Twelfth, came to be crowned. 
at Saint Denis, on returning from the ſacred 
ceremony of his conſecration, at Rheims. He 
paſſed the whole day in acts of devotion, at the 
tombs of the holy Martyrs, and in confirming 
the ancient privileges of the Abbaye. 


In 
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In conſequence of the ſignal and important 
victory, which he obtained over the Venetians, 
he cauſed two ſtandards, which he had taken 
from the enemy, to be carried before him to 
Saint Denis, where, after a. proceſſion and ſo- 
lemn Maſs, which was chaunted, as a public act 
of thankſgiving, theſe ſuperb ſtandards were 
diſplayed in che church, and exhibited. without, 
to the view of the people. 


This pious Monarch came likewiſe to Saint 
Denis, in the year 1531, to implore his ſacred 
aid againſt the Engliſh, whom he was raifing a 
powerful army to oppoſe, they having then made 
a deſcent, with a very conſiderable force, on the 
coaſt of Picardie, | 


King Francis the Firſt, was crowned, by his 
' own particular deſire, in the church of Saint 
Denis, on his return from Rheims, where, ac- 
cording to ancient uſage, he had been conſe- 
crated and anointed.* The ceremony of his 

coronation 


ee 
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* The conſecration of the Sovereigns of France, was not 
introduced during the time of t he firſt race, who, in the place 
of this, and all other ceremonies, fince in uſe, being ſeated on 
a buckler, were elevated, by the ſoldiers, in the midſt of ſome 
open place, and thus received the homage and acclamations of 

: the. 


coronation was performed with great pomp and 
folemnity, But amid all the worldly ſplendor 
that ſurrounded him, and with the higheſt earthly 
power in his hands, his heart was filled with 
devotion ; and after ſupplicating the aid and 
protection of the holy Martyrs, and, in a more 
eſpecial manner, of Saint Denis, the ſacred 
Guardian of his crown and kingdom, he began 

his 


— 
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che aſſembled multitude: but from the commencement of the 
ſecond, thoſe of the Kings, who had ſons to ſucceed them, 
cauſed them to be conſecrated during their own life-time, ——— 
Charlemagne was thus conſecrated, during the reign of Pepin ; 
and Robert, during the life-time of Hugo Capet. The Kings 


at their conſecration, entered into a ſolemn engagement, pledging 


- themſelves publicly, to maintain the Archbiſhops and Biſhops 


in their juriſdiftions, never to alienate the domains of the crown, 


and to preſerve the privileges of the church, &c. 


Much ſuperſtitious ceremony was laviſhed on theſe occaſions, 
and even the oil, with which they were anointed, was not only 
gravely aſſerted to have been brought down from Heaven, for 
that expreſs purpoſe, by a dove, in the very ſame phial in 
which it was kept, with the utmoſt care and ſacred ,veneration, 
at Rheims, and was aſſerted, notwithſtanding the numerous roya] 
heads, that through a long ſeries of ages, had experienced its 
efficacious power of unction, to continue unwaſted and unim- 
paired, from the days of Clovis, for whoſe uſe it was believed 
to have been ſent purpoſely from on high, Anno Domini 5300. 
And who durſt queſtion the exiſtance of a miracle, whoſe 
operation continued from generation to generation, more than 
twelve hundred years? Sed tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur 


in illis, 
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his reign by confirming the antient prerogatives 
of the Abbaye. He alſo cauſed to be crowned 
there, Claude de France, his firſt wife; and 
likewiſe Eleonore of Auſtria, his ſecond. He 
conducted the Emperor, Charles the Fifth, to 


Saint Denis, in the year 1540, 


King Henry the Second, in 1552, previous 
to opening the campaign, in which he perſonally 
took the field, with the armies of France, againſt 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, went to Saint 
Denis, for the purpoſe of aſſiſting at the de- 
ſcent of the bodies of the holy Martyrs, which 
was performed with the greateſt devotion and 
ſolemnity : many Cardinals, and Biſhops, the 

Parliament, the Chamber of Accounts, the 
Court of Aids, the whole Univerſity, and the 
Previt of the Merchants, with the Sheriffs of 
the city of Paris, alſo aſſiſted. The ſhrines, 
containing the two holy bodies of the companions 
of Saint Denis, were then carried in ſolemn 
proceſſion, by the Monks, who all walked bare. 
footed ; and that of Saint Denis himſelf, was 

| borne by two Biſhops. They then attended the 
performance of high Maſs ; and heard a ſer- 
mon, in which the ſanctity and merits, the 
ſufferings and miraculous powers, of the holy 
Martyrs, were particularly detailed, and a full 
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tection was forcibly urged, as the pledges of 
victory. Theſe ſacred ſhrines remained open 
to public view, until the King's return, which 
was not until the following year, when he re- 
paired to Saint Denis, wich a much more nu- 
merous and ſplendid train, to aſſiſt at the ſo- 
lemn act of replacing the holy bodies, after 
having devoutly depofited Tome valuable offer- 
ings on the altar. On this occaſion, the King 
appeared in his royal robes, wearing the Crown 
upon his head, and bearing the ſceptre and the 
hand of [uftice; The great officers of his Court, 
the Nobility, &c. vied with each other in their 
endeavours to appear with the greateſt ſplendor 
and magniticence. The fame ceremonies were 
repeated in the year 1554. 


King Charles the Ninth, finding his king- 
dom thrown into the moſt dangerous diſtrac- 
tons and tumults, by the faction of the 
Huguenots, had recourſe to the aid of the 
holy Martyrs; whoſe bodies, with that of Saint 
Denis, had been carried to Paris, as a place 
of refuge from the ſacrilegious violence and 
horrid abominations of the heretics, — He 
cauſed the ſhrines, with the sacred bodies they 
contained, to be carried to the holy Chapel, 
by the Abbot and Religious of Saint Denis; 
and there to join in a grand and general pro- 

| ceſſion, 


ceſſion, which he had ordered to be made, from 
the hoh Chapel to the Cathedral, under the 
direction of the Abbot and Monks of Saint 
Denis. The Cardinal de Lorraine, the Abbot, 
and the Monks, all walked bare-footed, being 
arrayed in new and coftly habits, decorated with 
the richeſt ornaments. All the pariſhes and com- 
munities bore their reſpective rclics; among which 
the ſhrines of Saint Marcel and Saint Genevieve 
were carried with ſuch ſplendid accompaniments, 
and in ſuch a manner as made them ftrikingly 
conſpicuous. The King, the Queen-Mother, 'the 
Princes, the great Officers of the Court, and 
chief Nobility followed, with the principal Offi 
cers of the Military. Being arrrived at the 
Cathedral, his Eminence, the Cardinal Abbot, 
celebrated high Maſs. The Chantry of Saint 
Denis officiated, and the Monks ſung, accom- 
panied with various inſtruments of muſic. These 
devout ceremonies drew down the Benediction of 
Heaven on the arms of the Catholics. Vittory 
crowned their efforis; and the heretics were, 
completely, overthrown, Three years after, 
having eſtabliſhed the public ſecurity, the King 
convoked the Sovereign Court of Parliament, 
and all the other Courts, to attend him to Saint 
Denis; where they aſſiſted in the ceremony of 
replacing the holy bodies, which was performed 

| . with 
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with great pomp, ſolemnity, and devotion; for 
until this time, they had remained at Paris, as 
a place of greater ſecurity. A few weeks after» 
he cauſed, his Royal Conſort, Queen Elizabeth 
of Auſtria, to be conſecrated and crowned in 
che church of Saint Denis. | 


Henry the Third, in the utmoſt danger of 
being oppreſſed by the power and increaſing 
influence of the League,“ by his Royal Man- 
date, addreſſed to the Abbot and Monks of 
Saint Denis, required of them, that, on a cer- 
tain day, they ſhould all repair to the city 
of Paris, and walk in folemn proceſſion, in 


the fame manner as they had done on the prece- 


ding 


® The appellation of the League, or Ligue, was given to a 
very formidable combination that was ſecretly formed in Paris, 
and other cities of France, which united in the latter part of the 
reign of Henry the Third, to ſupport the Catholic religion 


 againll the violent efforts of the Huguenots, who aimed at bring- 


ing about a reformation in the Church, by a total overthrow of 
the Papal authority. In which attempt the King of Navarre was 
accuſed of taking a determined part, The flight of the Due 
d' Alencon, from the Court of Henry the Third, led to the direct 
diſcovery of the Ligue, which afted in ſtrong oppoſition to 
Henry the Third, although he was a Catholic. Their great 
objeR and deſign being to prevent Henry of Navarre from ob- 
taining the Crown after the death of the reigning Prince. 


{Vide Hiſtoire de France, & Maimbourg Hiſtoire de la | igue.) 
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ding occaſion. They now, however, only car- 
ried the ſhrine of Saint Denis, with thoſe of 
Saint Ruſticus and Saint Eleutherius. On this 
occaſion, the grand Prior of Saint Denis offi- 
ciated in the celebration of high Maſs. The 
Monks and Choriſters of the Abbaye chaunted. 


Hg NR the Fourth (diſtinguiſhed by the apel- 
lation of THE GREAT) piouſly choſe the church 
of Saint Denis, as the holy place, in which, 
above all others, he preferred to make a public 
abjuration of that deteſtable hereſy which had 
long infected his ſoul. And on that ſolemn 
occaſion, he gave the moſt decided proofs of 
the very great veneration he felt for the holy 
Martyrs, and the faith he repoſed in their merits, 
their ſufferings and interceſſion, as well as of 
his ſincere defire to maintain all the ſacred pri- 
vileges of the ABBAVE (which he then con- 
firmed) by the continuance of his royal pro- 
tection, He cauſed the two crowns, of beau- 
tiful forms and admirable workmanſhip, made 
or the ceremony of his conſecration, one of 
which was entirely formed of gold, the other 
of vermeil, to be depoſited there; together with 
the ſceptre, and the hand of Juſtice, that had 
been uſed on the ſame occaſion. This great 
Prince alſo came to Saint Denis, to prepare 
himſelf, by acts of humility, charity, and devo- 


tion: 


{ 62 J 
tion, for his magnificent and ſolemn entry into 
Paris. He conducted his Royal conſort, Mary 
pe MEv1c1s, to Saint Denis, to be there con- 
ſecrated and crowned ; and aſſiſted at the cere- 
mony, in a tribune, or encloſed and elevated 
ſeat, eretted for that purpoſe, beſide the grand 


altar, 


Lovis the Thirteenth, called the Just, cau- 
ſed the two crowns, of moſR beautiful workman- 
ſhip, which were uſed at his conſecration, to be 
brought to Saint Denis, and to be depoſited 


there in the Treaſury.“ It was by his authority, 
that 


As the ceremonies uſed at the coronation of the Kings of 
France are curious in themſelves, and, in many inſtances, con- 
nefted with the hiſtory of Saint Denis, the following account of 
the coronation of Louis the Thirteenth is extracted from a chro- 


nicle of his reign, tranſlated more than 150 years ſince. 


The royall ornaments, which are kept in the Abbey of Saint 
« Denis, being caryed to Rheims, on the 14th of Oftober, 
&« 1610, the K ing made his entrie into the towne, where his 
„ Maieſtie was received with greate pompe and magnificence ; 


4 the particularities whereof I am forced, for brevities ſake, to 


« omit. The day before the ceremonie, the King went vnto 
« the Cathedrall, to allſt at Euen-ſong, and to heare a ſermon 
% made by Father Coton, vpon the diuine institution of the 
« unction of the Kings of France, and of confirmation, which 


* hee received from the hands of the Cardinall of Joyeuſe, to 
* whom 
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that che reform of the congregation of Saint 
Maur, was introduced at Saint Denis. This 
good 
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whom he was preſented by Queene Marguerie and che Prince 
of Conde. | P24 


«© On Sunday, the 17th of October, the King ſent foure Ba- 
rons vnto the Abbey of Saint Remy, to fetch the hole oyle. 
They parted earlie in the morning, with their Eſquires and 


Gentlemen; either of them having a banner, with his armes, 


catied before him, cauſing a ite hackney to be led, for the 
Prior of Saint Remy, who was to cary the ſaid ko{te oyle. 


« The Cardinal of Joyeuſe, who was to repreſente the 
Archbiſhop of Rheims, and to doe the office, at the cere- 
monie, came ſoone afier into the church, with eight Biſhops 
to aſſiſt him, where, attending the comming of the Peeres, 


he fate him downe in his pontificall robes. Two of theſe 


Biſhops were attired like Deacons, with mitres ; two like 
Sub-Deacons, with mitres ; and foure with copes aud mitres. 
Soon after arrived the eccleſialticall Peeres, in their pon- 
tihcall robes; that is to ſay, the Biſhop and Duke de Laon; 
the Biſhop and Duke de Langres ; the Biſhop and Duke de 
Beauuais; the Biſhop and Comte de Chaalons; and the 
Biſhop and Comte de Noyon. At the ſame inſtant there 
came, from the King's lodging, the Princes of Conde and 
Conty, the Earle of Soiſſons, with the Dukes of Nevers, 
Elbeuf, and Eſpernon, who were deputed by the King, to 
hold the places of the Dukes of Bourgundie, Normandie, and 
Aquitaine, and of the Earles of Toulouſe, Flanders, and 
Champagne, attyred in their robes and coronets, according 20 
their qualities. Having done their devotions, and ſaluted 

CONE 
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good King, during his laſt illneſs, would, as he 
lay languiſhing on his bed, ſeem to acquire a 
portion 


et one another, they ſent the Biſhops of Laon and Beauuais, 
& t fetch the King, in their pontficall habits (having certaine 
tt reliques of the holie Saintes hanging about their neckes) con- 
& ducted by the Maſter of the Ceremonies: all the Prebendes of 
& oure Ladies church marching in goodlie proceſſion before 


* them. Being come to the King's chamber, and finding it 


& ſhut, the Biſhop of Laon knocked three ſeveral times, to 
& either of which the greate Chamberlaine demanded, * What 
& © would ye ?? The Biſhop anſwered © Lewts the Thirteenth, 
« 6 ſon to Henrie the Greate;” whereunto the Chamberlaine 


© replied, © He fleepeth :* then knocking againe, he had the 


6 like anſwere. But at the third time, the Biſhop anſwered 
Lewis the Thirteenth, which God hath given us for King; 
& then the door was opened, and the Biſhops entered with the 
schiefe chaunter of Rheims, &c. where they found the King 
& laid on his bed, having his ſhirt ſlit both before and behind, 
*© to receive the holie Vnction, and uppon it a waiſtecoate of 
«© crimſon ſattin, ſlitted in lite maner, and thereon a long 
robe of cloth- of- ſiluer. The Biſhop of Laon having finiſhed 
&« a prayer, killing their hands, they lifted the King from his 
e bed, with all fhewes of honour, and then led him, ſinging, 


&© to the church doore. 


<© Before him, there marched, firft the greate Prouoſt, with 

& his archeres ; then the Clergie which had accompanied the 
& two Prelates ; the hundrede tall Swiſſers of his guarde : the 
% drummes, haultbois, and herauldes; the nobilitie ; the great 
© Maſter of the Ceremonies ; the Knights of the Holie Ghoſte, 
< with their great order hong about their neckes, in the middeſt 
; « of 


[ 65 J 
portion of new ſtrength and ſpirits, as often as 


he thought of Saint Denis. At ſuch times, he 
F - would 


. 
—_ *» 


* of two hundred gentlemen of the King's houſe ; and the Scot- 
% tiſi guardes, in their ohne proper haviliments. Before his 
© Maieſtic, went the Mareſchall la Chaſtre, repreſentinge the 
« Conſtable, carying a naked ſworde, &c. &c, After. ſome 
«© ceremonies at the church doore, the King approacheth neare 
% untoe the high altar, where he was preſented, by the Biſhops 
tc of Laon and Chaalons, untoe the Cardinal Joyeuſe, who ſaid 
© many prayers, whileſt the King was at his deuotions. After 
cc this he was led untoe his ſeate, with his Noblemen and offi- 
ce cers about him. In the meane tyme, all the religious men of 
« Saint Remy, came ſolemnlie in proceſſion, being accompanied 
te by the chiefe of the towne, caryinge torches of virgines waxe 
& in their handes : Their Prior was mounted upon the white 
& hackney, having a foote-cloath of cloath- of ſilver, carying the 
& voll of holie oyle, in a piæe, hanginge about his necke, being 
4 under a canopie of cloath- of- ſilver, borne by foure Monkes. 
«© The Cardinall being advertiſed of the arrivall of the ſaid oyle, 
« hee went, in his pontificalibus, to meet it, with the eight 
& Biſhops which aſſiſted him, and all the ſinginge men and qui- 
& riſteress But before they would deliver it unto the Cardinall, 
«© they made him (according to the cuſtome) binde himſelf to 
1 reſtore it untoe them againe. After ſaying a praier, hee 
& ſhewed the holze oyle untoe the people; and then ſet it down 
6 vpon the high altar, with all godlie reverence, [ The coro- 
« nation oath, and ſome ceremonies, are here, for brevity, 
© omitted, ] The King having taken the oathes, with inuoca- 


© tion of the name of God, laying his handes vpon the Goſpel, 


„ which he kiſt with great reverence, The King's ornaments, 


© appoynted for the coronation, were layd upon the altar; and 
«& on 
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would remark to his attendants, with a ſmile of 
us ſerenity, how much “ he felt himſelf re- 


« conciled 


on the left hande ſide, neere vntoe them, ſtoode the Prior of 


Saint Denis, who hath the keeping of them; and on the right fide 
ſtoode the Prior of Saint Remy, looking Marplie to the hol ie 


oyle. The Biſhops of Laon and Beauvais, hauing conducted 


him vntoe the altar, Monſ. de Belgarde tooke off his roabe of 


eloath- of- ſilver. Being in his waiſtcoate of ſattin, when the 
Cardinal had made certaine prayers and bleſſings, the Duke 
of Eſguillon put on his buſkins, and the Prince of Conde (in 
the place of the Duke of Bourgundie) put on his ſpurres, 
and preſentlie took them off againe. After this, the Cardi- 
nall bleſſed the royale ſworde, it being in the ſcabberd, and 
girt the King therewith, and preſentlie ungirted him againe. 
Then he drewe it out of the ſcabberd, and kiſſed it, ſaying ma. 
nie praters, whileſt that the Quier ſang certaine anthems. The 
King kift the ſworde alſo ; and layd it vpon the altar, in teſti- 
monie of his zeale and affection to the defence of the holie 
church. The Cardinall delivered it into his hande againe ; 
which his Maieſlie tooke reuerentlie vpon his knee, and gave 
it to the Mareſchall la Chaſtre, The Cardinal! returning 
to the altar, to prepare the ſacred vnction, after this maner : 
— Hee drewe out of the forenamed holie vill, with a needell 
of gold, a ſmall quantitie of liquor, of the bigneſſe of a peaſe, 
and mingled it, with his finger, with the hoke creme, prepa- 


red in the couer of the chalice, 


& This vnction being thus ordered, the tyinges of the King's 
garments were let loose both before and behinde, by the Cardi- 
nall and the two Biſhops; after which, his Maieſtie kneeled 


downe in his oratorie, and the Cardinall with him, to crave 
& the 


1 
* conciled to his near approaching diſſolution, 
and fortified againſt all the uſual deſires of life, 
1 — 


—_— — 1 £ -—_ 


2 


© the aſſiſtance of God, for the preſeruation of France. The 
Lettanie being ſung, the Cardinall Roode up, to ſaye certaine 
ie praiers ouer the King, who was yet kneelinge. Then the 
Cardinal ſett him downe, as in the conſecration of a Biſhop, 
e and holding in his hande the patenne, whereon the heavenlie 
« oyle was layd, hee beganne, with his right thumbe, to 
« avoynte the King, in diveres places, viz. on the crowne of 
6 the head, on the ſtomacke, betwixt his ſhouldere blades, on 
© bothe ſhoulderes, and on the bendinges of his armes. 
«© The conſecration praiers being ended, the Cardinall, with 
% two Biſhops cloſed vp his ſhirte, waiſtecoate, and other gar- 
© mentes, in reverence of the ſacred Vnction. Then the high 
&© Chamberlaine, preſented the three habitts accuſtomed to be 
« vorne, in the lyke ceremonies, viz. a long jackett, repre- 
© ſentinge a Sub-Deacon, a ſurplis for a Deacon, and a royal! 
i cloake, inſteade of a coape, repreſentinge a Priefte ; which 
© ended, the Cardinall anoynted the palmes of his handes, and 
& then put him on thin gloues, leſt, peradventure, hee ſhould 
c touche anie thinge with his bare handes, for reverence of the 
« vnktion, which gloues he bleft, and ſprinckled with holie 
& vater: the royall ringe being alſoe bleſt by the Cardinall (a 
6 ſymbole of loue, whereby the King was wedded untoe his 
6 realme) he put it on the fourthe fingere of his Maieſties right 
© hande, with all the accuſtomed ceremonie. This done, hee 
e tooke the ſceptere from the altar, and put it intoe his right 
© hande, ſor a marke of the Soueraigne power: then hee tooke 
« the hande of Juſtice, which hee put intoe his lefte hande, it 
„ being a wande, hauing, on the top thereof, a hande of mylke 
% white iuorie. 


©« Then 


1 g dread of death ; in a ſweet anticipation of 
7 the happineſs he ſhould enjoy, by repoſing near 
a * 5 


0 


Then the Chancelloure, of France, came vp, with his face 
& towarde the King, and, with a ſtoute voyce, did call vp the 
56 Peeres, according to their dignities, to aſſiſt at the corona- 
& tion. Whenas, this ceremonie being ended, the Cardinall 
& tooke the great crowne, from the altar, and lifting it with 
ee bothe his handes, did poiſe it over the Kings heade ; the 
& Peeres did then come to ſupport them, and the Cardinall bleſt 
& it; and then hee alone ſett the crowne vpon the King's 
& heade, whereuntoe all the Peeres did incontinentlie put their 
& handes. The Cardinall then ſaid manie praiers, and bleſt the 
„ King; the which being ended, hee tooke him bie the right 
6 ſleeve, and condufted him to his royall throne, the which was 
& builded on high at the bottome of the quier, foraſmuch, as 
te that he might be ſeene of all the people, hoſdinge fill in his 
te handes the royall ſceptere and rod of Juſtice, The 
6 Queene Regent, the whileſt ſhe beheld all theſe ceremonies, 
« was ſorely diſquieted, not being able to endure, with patience, 
& to ſee his Maieſtie Lare headed, vnder the crowne, havinge 
* his capp taken from him; which ſhewes that crownes and 
& greatneſs have their diſcomodities, as well as the moſte ordi- 
& narie thinges, and the pooreſt cottages. The King being 
& come to his royall throne, attended bie the Princes, Peeres, 
* and Officers, according to their degrees; the Cardinall, hold- 
“ ing him by the hande, cauſed him to fit downe, and praied 
% untoe God, to confirme him in his throne, and to make 
* him inyincible and inexpugnable againſt his enemies. After 
& which, having ſay d a praier, being bare-headed, he made alow 
6 obeyſance untoe the King, and killed him, ſaying, thrice, with 


a loude voyce, God ſave the King ; and, at the laſle, he added, 
| % God, 


" \ 
** 
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u the tombs of the holy Martyrs, in whom he 
placed the moſt ſacred and unbounded con- 
« fidence.” Requiescat in pace ! 


King Lovis the Fourteenth, in order to 

N commence the government of his kingdom, 

= under the moſt happy auſpices, cauſed a very 
grand and ſolemn proceſſion, to be conducted 
by the Religious and Superiors of Saint Denis, 
in wich the ſhrine of the bleſſed Saint Louis was 
carried, a few days before he was declared to be 
of lawful age to take the Sovereign power, into 
his own hands, after a long minority. On the 
29th of June, 1652, he made his ſolemn entry 
into this church, and moſt devoutly attended 
the celebration of the Mals, 


The following year he gave many new and 
ſtriking proofs of the great devotion, he had 
ever felt for the holy relics, contained in the 
Treaſury of the Abbaye, which he then viſited ; 
but in a moſt eſpecial manner, he demonſtrated 
the profound veneration, -and pious gratitude, 
he entertained both for Saint Denis and Saint 
Louis, through whoſe heavenly guardianſhip. and 

7 2 Hb protection 


* © God fave the King eternallie,” All the Peeres did the lyke 
t obeyſance, one after the other, and kift him, with the lyke 
« acclamation. and then retnrned untoe the ſeates that were 
e prepared for them, on either hande.“ 


1 

protection he aſcribed the ſafety of his early 
years. The Monks of Saint Denis, having, 
by his orders, carried to Rheims, the crown of 
Charlemagne, and the other rich articles belong- 
ing to the regalia, which are accuſtomed to be 
conveyed thither, for the coronation of the So- 
vereigns of France, brought with theſe, on their 
return to Saint Denis, the two new and fu- 
perb crowns, of moſt admirable: workmanſhip, 
which the King had cauſed to be made 'for that 
ſolemnity : theſe two crowns, one of which 
was formed entirely of gold, the other of beau- 
tiful vermei!; his camiſole, his tunigue, his dal- 
matique, boots, and royal robe, vere depoſited 
in the Treaſury of Saint Denis. 


Three months after, he came to Saint Denis, 
attended by ſeveral Prelates, and many of the 
great officers of his Court, devoutly and humbly 
to implore the powerful interceſſion and aid of the 
holy Martyrs, previous to his taking the field, 


againſt his enemies, at the head of a moſt nume- 


rous and formidable army, 


At the concluſion of the grand ceremonial, 
of his interment, the officers brought his magni- 
ficent royal robe; his ſuperb helmet, ornamented 


with fleurs de lys, &c. in the manner of a crown; 


his coat of arms; the banner of France, or royal 


ſtandard» 


_- 
ftandard, having in its centre, a white croſs, 
ſurrounded with a ground of fleurs de lys ; the 
white enſign, or fanon blanc; the ſhield of 
France ; the gauntlets; and gilt ſpurs; which are 
kept by the Religious of Saint Denis, accord= 
ing to ancient cuſtom; 


The fame was alſo done at the interment 
of Louis the Fifteenth,* 


87 he 


— 


* In addition to thoſe already mentioned, the rich, more 
elegant, and highly finiſhed cxRowNs of Louis XVI. his co- 
ronation robes, &c. were depoſited in the Abbaye; with the 
crowns carried in the funeral pageants of ſeveral of the Princes 
and Princeſſes of the Blood Royal, during the two laſt reigns ; 
beſides many valuable offerings and donations of various kinds. 
As the income ariſing from the vaſt eſtates, funds, and other 
revenues of Saint Denis, for ages, continually increaſing, was 
never publicly aſcertained ; it can therefore only be ſaid, that, 
added to the Treaſures we have enumerated, the ſum total of 
the riches of this Abbaye, muſt, from well known c:rcumſtances, 
have been 1MMENSE, But amid the inſtability of earthly 
things, we may now fee verified, in the fate of the eccleſiaſ- 
tical eſtabliſnments of F rance, an obſervation of the higheſt 
authority, that was originally applied as a ſevere ſarcaſm on 
the avidity of man, He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not 
66 who ſhall gather them.” Yet while we regret the ravages, 
that have too frequently aided the deſtroying hand of Time, in 
laying waſte the beautiful and venerable .remains of antiquity, 
let us ſtill indulge a hope, that no fanaticiſm of reform, has 
occurred, in this eventful period, ſo indiſcriminating in its zealz 
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The TOMBS of the KINGS and QUEENS of 
FRANCE, PRINCES of the BLOOD ROY- 
AL, NOBILITY, DIGNITARIES of the 
CHURCH, and other Perſons of Eminence, 
whoſe BODIES have been depoſited or interred 
in the ROYAL ABBAYE of SAINT DENIS. 


THE 


TOMBS whick are contained in the SANCTU- 
ARY and CHOIR. | 


1. AGOBERT, King of France, and pious 
founder of the Abbaye; he reigned ſix- 
teen years, and died in 638. 


2. Queen Nanthilda, ſecond wife of Dago- 
bert, died in 641, and hes buried near him. 
3. Landegiſel, 


* 
— 


as wantonly or malignantly to deftroy the many admirable ſpeci- 
mens of ancient art, taſte, and elegance, that have been blended 
with the monuments of barbariſm and ſuperſtition, As for the 
valuable and curious records of the Abbaye of Saint Denis, from 
which theſe pages were extracted, there 1s much reaſon to 


believe they now no longer exiſt, 
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3. Landegiſel, the brother of Nanthilda, 
was interred near the ſame ſpot, in 630. 


4. Thierri de Chelles, who reigned ſeven- 
teen years, and died in 737. 


From hence there is a deſcending pallage, 
which leads into the extenſive vaults under the 
church, in which the bodies of the Princes and 
Princeſſes, of the Blood Royal of France, are 


depoſited. 


The following TOMBS are towards the GRATE 
on the South Side, deſcending from the CHOIR. 


5. PEPIN, who, after a reign of ſeventeen 
years, died in 768. 


6. Bertrade, his Queen, lies interred beſide 
him, 


7. Lovis III. ſon of Louis II. called Te 
Begue, or the Bald: he reigned three years, 
and died in 882. 


8. CARLOMAN, brother of Louis III. 
reigned only two years, died in 884, and lies 


buried near him, 
| 9. pullirrz 


(4 ] 


9. | P#1Liippe III. called the Bold, fon of 
Saint Louis, having reigned fifteen years, paid 
the tribute of mortality in 1285, aged forty- 
four years. 


10. Iſabella, of Arragon, his Queen, died 
in 1271. 


11. Louis, their eldeſt ſon, died in 1276. 


12. PRHIILIrE IV. called le Bel, or the 
Handfome, reigned twenty-nine years: he died 
in 1314, at the age of forty-ſix. 


23, Blanche, his daughter, is buried near 
him, - 


14. Crovis II. called, in his epitaph, * Lu- 
dovicus Rex, filius Dagoberti,“ 0 King Louis, the 
ſon of Dagobert,“ reigned eighteen years: he 
died in 660, at the early age of twenty-three,* 

15. Charles 


— * 


* There is a circumſlance of his reign, which, though the 
Pious hiſtorian, of Saint Denis, has thought it expedient to paſs 
over, in ſilence ; is recorded, by Jean de Serres, in his hiſtory 

of the idle Rings. © Clovis had married a lady of Saxony, 

© named Baudour, a woman of the moſt holy and exemplary 
4 life, frequent in the exerciſes of devotion, as the Abbaye of 
„ Chelles, Saint Baudour, and other religious foundations, 
te bear witneſs, But, while ſhe devoted her days to atts of 
piety, 
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18. Charles Martel lies beſide him; on 

whoſe tomb is this inſcription, (Carolus Mar- 

tellus Rex; although he bore not, during his 

life-time, either the rank of @ King or the name 
of Martel, he died in 741. 


On the South Side of the CHURC H, aſcending from 
the CHOIR to the SANCTUARY, are the fol- 
lowing TOMBS, | 


% 


16. HUGO CAPET, who reigned ten years, 
and died in gg: he is buried near Hugo 
the Great, his father, Comte de Paris. 


17. Evuvzs, who died after a reign of ten 
years, in 898: hes interred beſide Hugo the 
Great. | 

19. RoBERT 


——— 


ce piety, and her wealth to the building and endowment of Mo- 
& naſteries, Clovis laboured to diſlract and enervate his mind, 
&* or rather to drown all ſerious thought, in the flood of volup- 
© tuoufneſs: yet one circumſtance of his reign, ſhews he was 
& not wholly deſtitute of underſtanding and goodneſs, To 
e ſupply the neceſſities of the poor, during a time of great 
t ſcarcity, he ſuffered them to take the filver, with which Da- 
& gobert, his father, had cauſed the Temple of Saint Denis to 
& be covered, and employ it in the purchaſe of the neceſſaries of 
ce life, To relieve the wants of the indigent, is an act worthy 
© of a great Prince, Bounty is better than ſacrifice,” 
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18. RoznzkrT, THE Prous, died after a reign 
of thirty-four years, and in the ſixtieth of his 
age, in the year 1031. 


19. Conſtance de Provence, his confort, 
died in 1032, and lies buried near him. 


20. HENRY I. reigned thirty years : he 
died in 1060, aged fifty-five. 

21, Louis VI. ſir-named Le Gros, or the 
Corpulent, having reigned twenty-nine years; 
died, at the age of ſixty, in 1137, 


22, Pririyes, fon of Louis VI. reigned 
two years, conjointly with his Father, and died 
at the age of twenty-two, ſix years before him, 
in 1131. . 


23. Conſtance de Caſtille, the ſecond wife 
of Louis VII. died in 1160: ſhe lies interred 
at the ſide of Philippe. 


24. CaRLOMAN, King of Auſtraſia, ſon of 
King Pepin, died in 771. 


25. At his ſide, lies the body of Herman- 
trude, firſt wife of Charles the Bald: ſhe died in 


86g. 


869, Here alſo lies Charles, their ſon, who 
died young, | | 


26, PuiLiees V. called the Long K who, 
having worn the crown five years, died in 1322. 


27. CuaAxIES IV. called the | Handſome | 
reigned almoſt ſeven years, and died in 1328. 


" Jeanne d' Evreux, the Royal Conſort 
of Charles IV. died in 1370. 3 5 | 


29, PHILIPPE DE Varois, after a reign of 
twenty-three years, died in 1350, at the age of 
fiſty-ſeven. | 33 


30. Jeanne de Bourgogne, his firſt wife, died 
in 1349. " im: | „ 

31. JEAN II. reigned forty years, and died 
in 1364. N 


The bodies cf the fix augnſt perſonages, laſt 
mentioned, are Cepoſited under an arcade, on 
one ſide of the grand altar. 
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An enumeration of the TOMBS that are fituated 
between the SANCTUARY and the middle of the 
CHOIR. 

32. CHARLES VIII. having reigned four- 
teen years, died in 1498, at the age of twenty- 
eight years: his body lies buried here, but his 
monument is placed in the Santtuary. 


33. Lov ts X. called le Hutin, reigned about 
one year and half, and died in 1316, aged twen- 
ty-ſix years, and lies buried in the croſs aile. 


34. Joux I. his poſthumus ſon, is buried 
in the ſame grave with his father: he only lived to 


be King four days. 


35. Joan, Queen of Navarre, his daughter, 
died in 1349, and lics interred: at his feet, 

36. Marguerite de Provence, confort of 
Saint Louis, died in 1295, and lies buried, in 
the middle of the croſs aile, under a monu- 
ment of copper. 


37. Lovis VIII. father of Saint Louis, 
having reigned only three years, died in 1226, 
at the age of thirty-nine, and lies interred near 


to Louis X, 
f | 38. SAINT 
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38, Saint Louis, the ninth King of that 
name, reigned forty-four years, and died in 
1270, aged forty-four : he was, at firſt, interred 
near Louis VIII. but his body being taken up 
in 1298, it was then, with devout ſolemnity, 
encloſed in a magnificent ſhrine of ſilver, and 
depoſited among the holy and preciaus relics, in 
the Treaſury. 


39. Beſide him were interred, his ſon, Al- 
fonfe de Poitiers, who died in 1271. Alſo, 


40. Jean Triſtan, his ſon, Comte de Nevers: 2 
he died 1 in 1270, And, | 


41. Philippe de Clermont, his uncle, who 
died in 1223. 


42. Pierre de Beaucaire, his Chamberlame, 
who died in 1270, and was buried at his feet. 


43. Pnitzpps II: called Auguſtus, reigned 
forty-two years: he died in 1223, aged 59, and 
lies interred near the middle of the croſs aile. 


44. His ſon Philippe, Comte de Boulogne, 
And allo, 


45. His daughter Maria, Ducheſs of Bra- 
bant, are laid near him, 46, The 
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; 46, The Emperor CuarLss THE Bard, 
died in 877, after having reigned thirty-ſeven 
years : he is buried in the middle of the choir. 


+ TOMBS in the Southern Part of the CHURCH. 


47. CHARLES V. called le Sage, or the 
Wiſe, reigned ſixteen years: he died in 1380, 
at the age of forty-two, and lies buried in 


the centre of the chapel of Saint John the 
Baptiſt. 


48. Jeanne de Bourbon, his Queen, died in 
1378, aged forty years: her body repoſes in 


the ſame tomb. 


49. 50. Their daughters, Jeanne and Iſa- 
belle, are buried with them. 


51. ChARLES VI. called le Bien Ame, or 


Well- beloved, reigned forty-two years: he died 


in 1422, at the age of fifty-four. 


52. Iſabeau de Baviere, his Conſort, died 
in 1435: ſhe repoſes in the ſame tomb, near 
the window of the chapel of Saint John the 


Baptiſt. 


53. CraRLEs 


[ 3: ] 
53. CrarLles VII. called the Viftorious, 
Teigned thirty-nine years: he died in 1461, 
aged fifty-nine. | ; 


54- Marie d' Anjou, who died in 1463, 
is laid near him; their monument is ſituated 
between thoſe of Charles V. and Charles VI. 


55. Bertrand, du Gueſclin,* Conſtable of 


F rance, under Charles V. died in 1380, and 
G -1- 4 


— FIT 


The Conſtable of France was conſidered as the firſt officer of 
State, and he always ranked next in degree to the Princes of the 
Blood Royal. The office is of antient date, having been inſti- 
tuted ſo early as the reign of the father of Saint Louis, in 1218, 
and the charge given to Matthieu de Montmorenci: it was ſup- 
preſſed in 1627, after the death of the Conſtable de Leſdegueres. 
— The Conſtable had not only the ſuperintendancy of the Royal 
ſtud, with the title of Comes Stabuli, or Earl of the Stables, but 
held alſo a diſtinguiſhed rank, and even a chief command in the 
army, We are told, by Villehardouin, that Henry, brother of 
the Emperor Baldwin, ſent a body of troops, to forufy the city 
of Rhaſium, under the command of Thierri Sen&ſ:hal, and 
Tierris de Tendremont, who was Conſtable of France. L'Abbs 
de Choiſy relates a ſpeech, which Charles V. delivered in his 
Council, when he was about to elevate Bertrand du Gueſclin to 
that high dignity. —He ſaid that . His merit roſe ſuperior to all 
e praiſe; and that he had acquired, by his valour and experience 
© in war (although but a ſimple gentleman of Brittainy) the right 
of commanding all the great Lords of his kingdom ; and that 


© the Princes, his brothers, would be the firſt to obey him.“ 
| This 
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was interred, by his own particular requeſt, 
near his beloved Sovereign. 


56. Bureau de la Reviere, Chamberlain, 
during the reigns of Charles V. and Charles 
VI. died in 1400, and is buried near them. 


57. The Dauphin, Charles, eldeſt ſon of 
Charles VI. died in 1386, having only lived 
the ſhort ſpace of three months: he is buried in 
the ſame chapel. 


58. Louis de Sancerre, who held the high 
office of Conſtable of France, under Charles 
VI. died in 1402, and was buried near him. 


59. Arnaud 


This ſpeech of the King being received with the greateſt applauſe, 
he ordered Du Gueſclin to be introduced, addreſſing him thus: 
« Du Gueſclin / take my ſword, and employ it againſt the ene- 
mies of France,” But he excuſing himſelf, with modeſt diffi- 
dence, from the acceptance of ſo high an office, to which, he 
ſaid, his birth did not entitle him to aſpire, the King replied» 
% Know Meſhre Bertrand, that I have neither brother, nephew, 
& couſin, or baron, in my kingdom, who would not readily 
& obey you ; and were there any diſpoſed to the contrary, 
de they ſhould feel my reſentment, in a manner they would 


« not eaſily forget: fo take the office chearfully, I entreat 


ou; nay, I insist upon it.“ 


( 83 ] 

59. Arnaud Guillem, Lord of Barbazan, 
called “ the Knight without reproach,”” held the 
office of firſt Chamberlain, to King ChARLIS 
VII. he died in 1431, and lies buried beſide the 


Conſtable laſt mentioned, in the chapel of Saint 
John the Baptiſt, 


.60 Suger, Abbot of Saint Denis, died in 
1152 : he is interred near the gate of the Cloiſ- 
ter: he was Regent of the kingdom, under 
Louis VII, and a munificent benefactor to the 
church, of which we have already noticed many 
ſtriking inſtances. 


61. Franets I. reigned thirty-three years: 
he died in 1547, at the age of fifty-two. He 


was a moſt liberal patron of the fine arts, and 


of learned and ingenious men. The cele- 
brated Italian painter, Leonardo da Vinci, 
equally admirable for his vaſt extent of knowledge 
and variety of accompliſhments, united with the 
moſt elevated powers and wonderful verſatility 
of genius, died in the arms of this Monarch, by 
whom he was deeply lamented, | 


62. Claude de France, his conſort, departed 


in 1524, at the age of twenty-five, 


63. Francis, the Dauphin, died in 1536, 


aged only nineteen. 3s 
G 2 64, Charles 
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64. | Charles, Duke of Orleans, died- in 
+536, aged twenty-three. And, 


65. Charlotte their ſiſter, died at the early 
age of eight years. | 


Theſe three children, of Francis I. repoſe 
within the large and magnificent tomb of this 
King, together with the body of his mother, 
Louiſe de Savoye, who died in 1531. 

66. Marguerite de France, daughter of 
Philip the Long, and wife of Louis, Comte de 
Flandres, died in 1382: ſhe is depoſited at the 
ſide of Francis I. but in a ſeperate tomb. 


The following TOMBS are fituated on the North 
Side of the CHURCH, 


67. LOUIS XII. after a reign of ſixteen 
years, died in 1515- | | 


68. Anne de Bretagne, his conſort, and 
widow of Charles VIII. died on the 20th of 
January, 1514, at the age of thirty-ſeven. 
Their bodies are included within the ſuperb 


mauſoleum, which Francis I. cauſed to be erected 
| | for 


85 J 


for them, Above the tomb of Louis XII. is 

that of the Valois family, in which the bodies of 
thoſe Kings, Queens, &c. are depoſited, whoſe 
names now ſucceſſively follow. 


69. HENRY II. who died the 10th of July, 
1559, at the age of forty-four years and ſome 
months, after a reign of twelve years, 


70, Catherine de Medicis, who died Janu- 
ary 5, 1589. 


714 RANCIS IL their fon, who reigned 
only one year and half, and: died December 5, 
1560. 


72. ChARLES IX. died May goth, 1574, 
at the age of twenty-four, having reigned thir- 
teen years and half. 


73. HENRY II, who having reigned fifteen 
years, died the 2d of Auguſt, in the year 1589, 
at the age of thirty-eight, 


74. Marguerite de France, Queen of Na- 
varre, firſt wife of King Henry IV. died the 
27th of May, 1615. 


75, Francois 


G 3 
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75. Francois de France, Duke of Alengon, 
died June 10, 1584, aged thirty. 

76. Louis de France, who died in his cradle. 


77. Two daughters of the ſame, who died 
at an early age. 


78. A daughter of Charles IX, who died 
when only fix years old. 


79. Guillaume du Chaſtel, Pannetier and 
Mareſchal de France, under Charles VII. he 
died in 1441, and is interred in the croſs aile, 


near the wall. 


. 


Bo. Blanche, ſecond wife of King Philippe 
de Valois, who died in 1398; and Jeanne, their 


daughter, who died in 1373, are buried in the 


chapel of Saint Hippolytus, 


81. Maria de France, daughter of Charles 
IV. who died in 1341; and Blanche, her fiſter, 
the wife of Philippe d' Orleans, who died in 
1392, are interred within the chapel of Notre 
Dame la Blanche (our Lady the Fair.) 


N. B. Near their tomb is placed a moſt beau- 


tiful Cuve, or veſſel, of finely figured porphyry, 
originall y 


TE 
originally made for the purpoſe of containing 
wine. It was preſented to Saint Denis, by 
King Dagobert, at the ſame time that he cauſed 
the holy body of Saint Hilaire to be depoſited in 
the royal Abbaye. This Cuve is no leſs than 
5 feet 3 inches in length, by 2 feet 2 inches 
wide, and 1 foot 4 inches in depth 


82. Beneath a marble column, near the iron 


grate that ſeperates this part of the church, is 


buried THE HEART of the Cardinal Louis de 
Bourbon, premier Abbe commendalaire of Saint 
Denis, and Biſhop of Laon, His body lies 
. interred in the cathedral church of Laon. 


83. In the chapel of Saint Martin, on the 
| ſame fide of the church, lies buried the body 
of Alphonſus d' Eu, Comte de Brienne, Cham- 
| berlain to Saint Louis, who died with hum, at 
Tunis, in Barbary, in the year 1270. 


84. In the chapel of Saint Euſtache, ſituated 
within the chevet, the eye is forcibly ſtruck with 
the grandeur of deſign, elegant taſte and moſt 
admirable workmanſhip, which are diſplayed in 
the ſuperb mauſoleum of Henri de la Tour, 
d' Auvergne, Vicomte de Turenne, who died 
in 1675. Louis XIV. cauſed him to be in- 
terred at Saint Denis, with every mark of public 


diſtinction 


I 
5 
' 
1 
j 
[4 


3 : - 9 nen * — 
e : 9 8 
— * ö — " © I” "ae 29 
—— — F N AS 
A 


Cr 


= * 
enn. — 
7 2 — - * 
PF 1 


. 
* 


r 


2 9 - 


OS EL ne 


_ 
— 


8 
3 


3 * 


( 83 ] 


diſtinction and national honor, in recompence of 
the many very important ſervices he had ren- 
dered to his Sovereign and his country. 


His Epitaph. 


Turenne a ſon Tombeau parmi ceux de nos Rois, 
C'eſt le fruit glorieux de ſes fameux exploits, 
On a voulu par-la couronner fa vaillance : 

Afin qu'aux fiecles à venir, 

On ne fit point de difference 
De porter la Couronne, ou la ſoutenir. 


Here, midſt our Kings I FTurenne 


lies, 
Whoſe living attions gain'd him deathleſs fame ; 
Who crown'd with glory ſought his native ſkies; 
While this fair marble bears his honor'd name; 
To ſhow poſterity the ſame renown © © | 


Attends him who ſupports, or wears the crown. 


85. Beſides the ſepulchral monuments already 
mentioned, there are fome others well worthy 
of being noticed; among which, 1s that of Mat- 
thieu de Vendeme, Abbot of Saint Denis, a 
munificent patron of the church, and Regent of 
the kingdom : he lies at the gate of the choir, « on 
the ſouth ſide, near the grate. 


86. Frangois-Paul de Gondy, Cardinal de 


Retz, Archbiſhop of Fs and Abbot of Saint 
Denis: 


L 89 ] 
Denis: he died in 1679, and lies buried near 
the grate of the croſs aile. 


87. Gilles de Pontoiſe, - Abbot of Saint 
Denis, and grand Almoner of France : he died 
in 1326, and lies interred near the gate of the 


cloiſter. - 


88. Gaſpard de Coligni, Lieutenant General 
of the King's armies, died in 1649, 


89. James Stuart de Saint - Megrin, alſo 
Lieutenant General, died in 1652, and is in- 
terred, like the preceding, near the entrance of 
the Treaſury, where his mauſoleum was raiſed by 
order of the King, for the great ſervices he had 
Foes to the State, 


The SEPULCHRE of the ROYAL FAMILY 
of the BOURBONS. | 


The Kings, Queens, Dauphins, and Dauphineſſes, 

_ with the other Princes and Princeſſes, are here 
enumerated, in the Order in which their Bodies 
are depofited, im three Ranges, along the Vault ; 
the Plan of which is an irregular oblong Square, 
to which there is a ſubterranean Paſſage, through 
a long and crooked Gallery. f 


9o. HENRY IV. reigned twenty-one years: 


he died in 10 10, at the age of fiſty-ſeven. 
91. Louis 
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91. Louis XIII. reigned thirty-three years, 


and died in 1643, aged forty-two. 


92. Marie de Medicis, ſecond wife of Henry 
IV. died in 1642, at the age of ſixty-cight. 


03. Anne of Auſtria, conſort of Louis XIII. 
died in 1666, at the age of fixty-four. 


94. Maria Thereſa of Spain, Oucen Con- 
fort to Louis XIV. died in the year 1683, 
about the forty-fifth year of her age. 


98. Maria, Princeſs of Poland, Queen Con- 


fort of Louis XV, died the 24th of June, 1768, 


aged ſixty-five, 


90. Es Anne Chriſtine Victoire, of Ba- 
varia, conſort of the Dauphin Louis, died at 
the age of thirty, in 1690. 


97. Louis. the Dauphin, ſon of Louis XIV. 
died in 1711, when he had nearly completed 
his fiftieth year, 


98. Louis, Duc de Bourgogne, ſon of Louis, 
the Dauphin, died in the year 1712, at the 
age of thirty. 


99. Marie 
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99. Marie-Adelaide de Savoye, conſort of 
Louis, the Dauphin, Duke of Burgundy, died 
at the age of twenty-ſix, in the year 1712. 


100. N. de France, Due de Bretagne, firſt 
ſon of Louis, Duke of Burgundy, died in 1705, 
having lived only ten months, 


101. Louis, Duc de Bretagne, ſecond ſon 
of Louis, Duke of Burgundy, died Dauphin of 
France, in 1712, at the age of ſix years, | 


102. Maria Thereſa, Infanta of Spain, con- 
ſort of Louis the Dauphin, died the 22d of 
July, 1746, at the age of twenty, 


10g. In the ſame line are depoſited, the 
HEARTS of Louis, Dauphin of France, who 
died December 20, 1765, and of Marie Joſe. 
phe de Saxe, Dauphineſs, who died the 13th 
of March, 1767. | 


104. Xavier-Marie-]oſeph de France, Duc 
d' Aquitaine, ſon of Louis the Dauphin, and of 
Marie Joſephe de Saxe, Dauphineſs : he died 
in 1754, at the age of only five months and a 
half, | 


105. Marie 


[ 92] 
103. Marie Zephirine de France, daughter 
of the ſame, died at the age of five . in 
1755. 


106. Marie Thereſe de France, daughter 
of Louis the Dauphin, and of the late Maria 
Thereſa, Infanta of Spain: ſhe died in 1748, 
at the age of twenty-one months, | 
10%. N. Duc d' Anjou, fon of Louis XV. 
died in April, 1733, at the age of two years, 

EVEN Lots, and three days. 


108. Anne Henriette de France, premiere 
Dame de France, died February 10, 1752, aged 
twenty - four years, five months, and twenty 
{even days. 


109. Louiſe-Marie, third Lady of France, 
died February 19, 1733, aged four aun and 
a half. 


110. Louiſe- Elizabeth de France, Ducheſs 
of Parma, &c. died December 6, 1759, aged 
thirty-two years, three months, and twenty-two 
days, 7; 

111. Lows-Joſeph Xavier de France, Duke 
of e. ſon of Louis the Dauphin, and of 

Marie- 


1 


Marie-Joſcphe de Saxe, died March 22, 1761, 
at the age of nine years and a halt. 


Theſe form the firſt range of coffins and 
urns, on the right hand fide of the ſepulchre, 
the laſt mentioned being neareſt the gallery. 


The SECOND Range of Coffins, on the Left Hand 
Side of the ROYAL SEPULCHRE, beginning 
with the moſt diſtant from the Vaulted Gallery. 


112 N. Duc d' Orleans, ſecond ſon of 
Henry IV. died in 1611, aged only four years. 


113. Marie de Bourbon, firſt wife of Gaſ- 
ton, died in 80 


114. Gaſton Due d- Orleans, ſon of Henry 
VI. died in 1660, at the age of fifty- two. 


11 5. Marguerite de Lorraine, ſecond wife 
of Gaſton, died in 1672, at the age of i 
eight. 


116. HEN RIETTA MARIA, daughter of 
King Henry IV. and Queen of CHARLES I. 
KING or EN LAN PD, died in 1669, at the 
age of ſixty. 


117. Henriette- 


% . 
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117. Henriette - Anne Stuart, daughter of 
Charles I. King of England, and firſt wife of 


' Monſieur, died in 1670, aged twenty-ſix, 


118. Anne Maria Louiſe d' Orleans, Du- 
cheſs of Montpenſier, daughter of Gaſton, died 
in 1693, aged fixty-ſix, 


119. Philippe de F rance, Duke of Orleans, 
only brother of Louis XIV. died in 1701, at the 
age of ſixty-one years. 


120. Elizabeth Charlotte, Palatineſs of Ba- 
varia, Madame, Dowager of Orleans, died at 
Saint Cloud, December 8, 1722, aged ſeventy 


years, 


121, Charles de France, Duke of Berry, 
grandſon of Louis XIV. died in 1714, at the 
age of twenty-eight. 


122. Marie Louiſe Elizabeth d' Orleans, 
wite of Charles, Duke of Berry, died July 20, 
1719, aged twenty-four. 


123. Philippe Duc d' Orleans, Grandſon of 
France, Regent of the kingdom, during the 
minority of Louis XV. died at Verſailles, De- 
cember 2, 1723, aged forty-nine years. 


: The 


Lal | 

The THIRD Range of Coffins is ſituated alſo on 

the Left Hand Side, but nearer the entrance from 
the Gallery. 


124; N. d' Orleans, ſon of Gaſton, | who 
died in r6z2, in his infancy. 


125. Marie Anne d' Orleans, daughter of 
| Gaſton, died in 1656, being only four years old, 


126. Anne Elizabeth de France, firſt 
daughter of Louis XIV. died in December 
1662, having lived only forty-two days. 


127. Marie Anne, ſecond daughter of Louis 
XIV. died in December 1664, after the bs 
ſhort life of forty-one days. 


128, Philippe Duc d' Anjou, fon of Louis 
XIV. died in 1674, at the age of three years. 


129. Marie Thereſe, daughter of Louis XIV, 
died in 1672, at the age of five years. 


130. Louis Frangois, Duc d' Anjou, ſon of 
Louis XIV. died in 1672, at the age of four 
months and ſeventeen days. 


131. N. d' Orleans, daughter of Monſieur, 
died in 1665. 132. Philippe 
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bs 32. Philippe, Charles d' Orleans, ſon of 
Monſieur, died in 1666, at the age of ſixteen 
months. . 


133. Alexandre d' Orleans, Duc de Valois, 
ſon of Monſieur, died in 1676, at the age of 
three years. 


134. N. daughter of Charles Duke of Berry; 
her father died before her, though ſhe lived only 
twelve hours aſter her birth, in 1714, 


- , 


135» Lovis XIV. who was born in 16383 
conſecrated in 1654; and died the firſt of 
September, 1715, at the age of ſeventy-ſeven; 
reigned ſeventy=two years: he lies at the entrance 
of the vault, where his officers, aſter the deſcent 
of the body, brought his grand royal robe, the 
rich mantlings that covered the crowned helmet 
and coat of arms; the whole of violet coloured 
velvet, charged with golden fleurs de ys; alſo the 
banner of France, of blue velvet, alſo covered 

with fleurs de Hs, of gold; with other valuable 
depoſits, which were claimed according to an- 
cient cuſtom, by the Monks of SainT Denis. 


136. Louis XV. who was interred with the 
like ceremonies, and the greateſt funeral pomp, 
lies near him: he began his reign in 1715, and 
died May 10, 1774, after a long reign of fifty- 
nine years: Requieſcat in pace, r 
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